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VSK Pre 16 Awards Nominations – Live! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The nomination window will remain open until Friday 3rd July at 5pm.  
 

Please be aware that no further nominations will be accepted after this deadline. 

This is your opportunity to recognise the Kent looked after students that you support up to 

the academic Year 11. 

We’re keen to celebrate a wide range of achievements and contributions, so please  

consider nominating someone who shines in any of the following categories: 

• Outstanding or greatly improved academic achievement 

• Outstanding or greatly improved engagement and/or attitude towards learning 

• Outstanding contribution to education, training, or employment placement 

• Outstanding contribution to the community 

• Wider achievements of note 

You can submit your nominations using the VSK Pre 16 Awards Nominations 2026 

form: 

VSK Pre 16 Awards Nominations 2026 – Fill out form 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DaJTMjXH_kuotz5qs39fkCZY2oyTR2NIgAS7sU_92ZdUQlhLT1FDOUdDR1FUV05LT0lETVZPSTdSVyQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
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Transition from Nursery to Reception    

This training from Medway Virtual School, it is open to foster carers, kinship carers 

and adopters who live in Kent but have children going to a Medway School. 

If you are a foster carer, kinship carer, adopter living in Medway, or any foster carer that is caring 

for a Medway child, or a child that is / going to be attending a Medway setting, please do book 

onto a session that works for you. If you need to bring a younger child with you let us know so we 

can facilitate this.    

Key themes: 

• Principles of effective transitions and understand what school readiness looks like. 

• Practical ways to support communication and early learning at home.  

• Building relationships with Early Years settings and schools. 

• Understand the impact of positive language to support children in care, those who are care 

experienced. 

• Supporting routines and expectations. 

 

Strategies for supporting children experiencing Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA). 

 

Transition from Nursery to Reception:  in person session – Fill in form 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kz5QaOc8Ikq_xf_uQhofV859LrHZE0JPgE84dOWnUhlUQTVPVDk0QUtTQVpGMjFRMzJNSDlGSExJMy4u&route=shorturl
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Book Your Place Today! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re really pleased to welcome Dr Asha Patel from Innovating Minds to our No Limits  

Conference, where she will be leading an engaging and practical workshop for teachers  

attending the event without young people. Dr Patel brings both warmth and expertise, 

creating a space where research and real-world practice come together in a way that 

feels relevant and easy to apply. 

 

Her session, ‘Becoming & Being a Trauma Informed Practitioner’, will support  

professionals to better understand how trauma affects children’s development, behaviour 

and wellbeing, while offering clear, practical strategies that can be used day to day. The 

workshop also highlights the importance of early intervention and explores how simple, 

body-based approaches can help children feel safe, calm and ready to learn. Importantly, 

it also gives thoughtful attention to staff wellbeing, helping practitioners recognise and  

respond to the impact of the work they do. 

 

HEALING TOGETHER 
Alongside this, there is a fantastic opportunity to be part of the Healing  

Together programme.  

 

There are 60 fully funded training places available for schools across 

Kent and Medway, offered on a first come, first served basis. There is no 

cost to train or maintain accreditation, although practitioners are expected to 

go on to deliver the programme, including work to support children affected by domestic 

abuse. Practitioners can train in two programmes, with at least one focused on this area. 

 
You can find out more here: link 

 
To apply to become an accredited facilitator, please email:  

healingtogether@innovatingmindsgroup.com  

https://forms.office.com/e/nypC72J21t
https://forms.office.com/e/nypC72J21t
https://forms.office.com/e/nypC72J21t
https://www.innovatingmindsgroup.com/healing-together
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Opening Doors Webinars for Foster Carers and Care-experienced Students: 

Free webinars!  

Keeping Doors Open – Wednesday 17th June, 10:00–11:30am 

This free online webinar for young people and their carers or supporters who are completing 

Level 3 qualifications at sixth form or college (such as A Levels, BTECs, T Levels or IBCP). 

The session will explore next steps after post-16 education, including how to make the most of 

the summer period and what options are available if plans have changed. It will also cover the 

university clearing process, the benefits of Higher Education, and the range of support available 

for care-experienced students both when applying to and attending university. 

 

Everything You Need to Know Before You Go – Tuesday 8th September, 10:00–11:30am 

This free session for young people considering going to university in Autumn 2026, along with 

their carers or supporters. 

This session will cover key information to help young people prepare for university, including 

what to take, settling in during the first few weeks, managing finances and employment, and  

accessing support services. 

Session aims include: 

• Supporting young people to feel confident and prepared for the transition to university 

• Helping carers feel better equipped to support progression decisions 

• Hearing directly from care-experienced students about their experiences of preparing for and 

starting Higher Education 

• Raising awareness of the support and opportunities available to care-experienced learners at 

university 

 

These sessions are part of the Opening Doors programme – a collaborative initiative delivered 

by the University of Kent, Canterbury Christ Church University, University of the Creative Arts, 

and Kent and Medway Progression Federation, designed to support care-experienced young 

people into Higher Education. 

To register for the below webinars, please follow this link:  

https://universityofkent.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3UbseajZauIIW8u  

https://universityofkent.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3UbseajZauIIW8u
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Space School  

August 2026 

 

A 

fantastic opportunity for 

budding scientists to 

take part in a hands-on, 

engaging experience. 

Open to Year 10 and 

Year 11 students, this 

three-day programme 

gives young people the 

chance to design, build, 

and (weather  

permitting) launch their 

own rockets. 

Dates: Wednesday 5th 

– Friday 7th August 

Time: 10:00am – 

5:00pm each day 

The programme is free 

to attend, with lunch 

provided. Some  

support with travel 

costs is also available. 

 

Apply here 

Bioscience Work  

Experience Week 

August 2026 

 

An  

excellent opportunity 

for young people inter-

ested in science and 

research. 

Aimed at Year 12 / 

Year 1 Level 3 stu-

dents, this week-long 

programme enables 

participants to carry out 

their own mini research 

project in an under-

graduate teaching la-

boratory. Young people 

will also have the  

opportunity to attend  

research talks and cre-

ate and present their 

own research poster. 

Dates: Monday 24th – 

Friday 28th August 

Time: 10:00am – 

5:00pm each day 

The programme is free 

to attend, with lunch  

provided. Some sup-

port with travel costs is 

also available. 

 

Apply here 

CyberFirst  

Advanced Course  

July 2026 

 

Delivered by the Insti-

tute of Cyber Security 

for  

Society (iCSS), this is a 

fantastic opportunity 

for young people inter-

ested in technology 

and cyber security to 

deepen their 

knowledge and skills. 

Aimed at Year 12 / Year 

1 Level 3 students, the 

course offers hands-on 

experience in areas 

such as digital forensics 

and encryption, helping  

students to develop  

valuable practical skills 

in a growing and in-

demand sector. 

Dates: Monday 27th – 

Friday 31st July 

Time: 9:00am – 4:30pm 

each day 

The course is free to  

attend, with lunch  

provided. Some sup-

port with travel costs is 

also available. 
 

Apply here 

https://data.heat.ac.uk/event/apply/university-of-kent/space-school-2026
https://data.heat.ac.uk/event/apply/university-of-kent/bioscience-work-experience-week-2026
https://data.heat.ac.uk/event/apply/university-of-kent/cyberfirst-advanced-course-2026
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The Digital Employability Experience (DEX) is a free platform designed to help  

individuals explore career pathways, develop essential digital skills, and connect with over 

60 local businesses and organisations across Kent. 

Whether you are supporting others into employment or looking to build your own skills, 

DEX offers: 

• Real insights from employers 

• Practical, downloadable learning resources 

Opportunities to explore a range of industries 
Digital skills are essential across every sector - DEX provides a structured, accessible 

way to build confidence and prepare for the future of work. 

Sign up today: Digital Employability Experience 

https://www.digitalkent.uk/information/projects/digital-employability-experience
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Upcoming University Open Days and Events 

Open Days at Kent - Visit Kent - University of Kent 
 

Open Days and events | CCCU 
University  

 

Open Days & Virtual Tours - Complete University 

Guide  

https://www.kent.ac.uk/courses/visit/open-days
https://www.canterbury.ac.uk/study-here/applying/visit-us
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/open-days
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/open-days
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/open-days
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/open-days
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Did you know VSK has an Advisory Team? 

The VSK Advisory Team provides advice, guidance and signposting for education settings regarding 

three vulnerable groups of children and young people: 

• Ever6 Children with a Social Worker: Children currently or previously subject to CIN, CP or  

assessment in the last 6 years, including those who have returned home from care. 

• Previously Looked After Children (PLAC): Children who were in care and left via Adoption,  

Special Guardianship Order (SGO) or Child Arrangement Order (CAO). 

• Children in Formal Kinship Care: Children living with relatives under a formal court order (SGO or 
CAO) who were not previously looked after. 
 

What do we offer?  

Although children in these cohorts do not have an allocated VSK officer, the Advisory Team is available 

when needed to discuss concerns about individual children or groups, and to help plan next steps and 

solutions to support their education and wider outcomes. Parental consent is required to discuss a named 

child or share personal information. Cohort or anonymised discussions can take place without consent. 

 

Get in touch 

• To find out more, visit the VSKAT section of our website: VSKAT Introduction | Virtual School Kent 

 

• To discuss a child or cohort, complete the contact form (remember to obtain consent if  

required)  VSK Advisory Team - Request Advice 

We also welcome examples of good practice, strategies, and success stories. Understanding what works 

well across the county helps us provide the best possible advice to schools, families and  

professionals supporting the VSK Advisory Team cohorts. 

https://virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/vskat/vskat-introduction/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DaJTMjXH_kuotz5qs39fkFmiMm1Vy8ZKkVsRIaxV7GlUQTM5NlhGNzEySERaUDBQNEZBUlJHSTFQTi4u&route=shorturl
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We’d love to hear from you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How have VSK supported you or your team recently? 

Please take a moment to let us know by clicking the link 

below: 

Feedback Form: Share how VSK supported you  

 

This guide and toolkit was initially developed by the Virtual School Kent 

and the Kent Educational Psychology Service. Its aim is to support 

schools in their understanding of the importance of promoting relational 

approaches to create a sense of connection, school belonging and with 

trauma informed practices supporting all vulnerable children, particularly 

those who may struggle to attend school.  

Click here 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DaJTMjXH_kuotz5qs39fkB2bC7RR2CpHv7WecOAQNGRUNEczVjlFMzBHOURBVFRTTDE5OEtJV01IVi4u&route=shorturl
https://virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/uploads/KCC-Relational-Approaches-to-support-School-Belonging-and-Attendance----Guide-and-Toolkit-April-2025.pdf?_cchid=70a55df2496c2f003f9a6d9cbd8a78f9
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Book Your Place Today! 
Click. Book. Secure. Don’t miss out. 

30.06.26 East Kent Designated Teacher Forum 13:30 @ Whitstable Youth Hub  

East Kent Designated Teachers Forum - Booking Form 30th June 2026 

01.07.26 North Kent Designated Teacher Update 13:30 @  

North Team - Virtual DT briefing - 01 July 2026 -Term 6 – Fill in form 

02.07.26 West Kent Designated Teacher Induction 13:00 Online  

Countywide Virtual Designated Teacher Updates – Fill in form 

07.07.26 South Kent Designated Teacher Update / Induction 13:30 @ Smile Centre Whit-
field Primary    

South Kent Designated Teachers Forum - Booking Form Tuesday 7th July 2026 – 
Fill out form 

07.10.26 VSK No limits Conference @ Detling showground for Primary/Secondary and  

College staff. Sign Up form https://forms.office.com/e/nypC72J21t   

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DaJTMjXH_kuotz5qs39fkCZY2oyTR2NIgAS7sU_92ZdURVJMTUhZQ0gwOUs2SEVYTFNZM1VRVUxEMCQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/e/mdA1E9iZ8T
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DaJTMjXH_kuotz5qs39fkOj5HWXoCcRKgMJ-3S-wae1URVpVSVI0WFVaTEVHMVdPSEdGR1BFRVk5MiQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/e/8YbrhV21WG
https://forms.office.com/e/8YbrhV21WG
https://forms.office.com/e/nypC72J21t
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Join Us at the “No Limits” Virtual School Kent Conference! 

 
 

We’re excited to announce this year’s No Limits Virtual School Kent Conference on 

Wednesday 7th October 2026, from 10am to 2pm, at Detling Showground. 

This inspiring event is designed for Designated Teachers, Senior Leadership Teams, and the 

young people they support in Years 8 to 13. Together, we’ll explore ambition, resilience, 

and what it truly means to aspire without limits. 

We’re also thrilled to welcome our guest speaker, Alfie Watts – Winner of Race Across the 

World, who will be sharing his remarkable journey and the lessons he learned along the 

way. 

Please save the date and start planning which young people you’d like to bring—this is an 

event they won’t want to miss! 

https://forms.office.com/e/nypC72J21t   

https://forms.office.com/e/nypC72J21t
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Who To Contact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Kent Assistant Head: Jo Hayes - northvsk@kent.gov.uk 

West Kent Assistant Head: Jen Kemp - westvsk@kent.gov.uk

South Kent Assistant Head: Carole Bailey - southvsk@kent.gov.uk 

East Kent Assistant Head: Simon Fosse-Collins - eastvsk@kent.gov.uk 

Advisory Team Assistant Head: Emma Wills - vskadvisoryteam@kent.gov.uk 

Post 16 Assistant Head: Catherine Thompson - 16plusvirtualschoolskent@kent.gov.uk 

Post 16 NEET Team Lead: Samantha Perrin - 16plusvirtualschoolskent@kent.gov.uk 

Out of County Team Lead: Amanda Ormond - virtualsschoolkentocc@kent.gov.uk 

 

  Instagram participation_team 

 

  Facebook VSK Participation Team 

 

  X @VirtSchl_Kent

 

Home | Virtual School Kent (lea.kent.sch.uk)     

 

http://kentcarestown.lea.kent.sch.uk 

https://www.instagram.com/participation_team/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069071234966
https://x.com/VirtSchl_Kent
https://virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/
https://kentcarestown.lea.kent.sch.uk/#gsc.tab=0



