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Welcome  
 

As the examination season fast approaches (No, I haven’t forgotten the past 
year and that National examinations have been cancelled), I am sure you have 

all noticed school-based testing ramping up to deliver evidence for teacher-

assessed grades. I would like to extend to you all our sincere thanks for all the 

support you have given us and most importantly to our young people during this 

academic year and what a year it has been. I would also like to thank you for your hard work, 

continued support and patience over the next few months which no doubt will be filled with angst and 

high emotions during this stressful time particularly for Year 6, 11 and 13. During the past year we 

have been on quite a journey, but I feel it has been a journey we (VSK, FC’s, SW, DT’s and all key 
partners) have travelled together to ensure that our young people thrive as much as possible during 

the pandemic. 

 

Please take time to read this edition thoroughly and find out what we are doing in your part of Kent 

from our fantastic Area Team Assistant Headteachers and the projects they champion both at area 

level and county wide. These projects and initiatives include developing Literacy and numeracy 

projects such as TRUGS, Paired Reading and secondary ready maths project. In additional please 

take time to review some of the excellent work going on with our 16+ transitions Team, Previously 

Looked After Children’s (PLAC) Team, our Out of County (OOC) Team and also our UASC&YP 
Team.  

 

Promoting Nurture approaches for our young people have long since been a priority for VSK. Please 

check out the News from VSK section which shares some information around the NNSP and our own 

journey towards accreditation. 
 

In This Issue ….. 
 

• Welcome  

• National Nurturing School Programme Award! (NNSP) 

• Events & Competition News  

• Updates from our area teams 

• Participation Team Update 

• Contact Information  

 

 



 

Our amazing work that is being done by our Participation and Engagement team continue to offer a 

plethora of activities from bear making to baking and from drama to dance workshops. In addition, our 

Children in Care Councils (Super Council, OCYPC and YAC) have been going from strength to 

strength and their feedback has been invaluable in steering the direction of VSK and impacted on 

wider KCC agenda. 

 

All that is left to say once again is good luck for the impending assessment season and thank you for 

your continued support and commitment to our young people. 

  
 

Tony Doran 
Headteacher, Virtual School Kent   

  

 

  



NEWS FROM VSK 

VSK are really proud to announce that we are well on our way to achieving the National 

Nurturing School Programme Award! (NNSP) 

 

This will be a significant achievement for our whole school and 

not only that, but we have been working closely with Nurture UK 

https://www.nurtureuk.org/ to co-produce this award for other  

Virtual Schools too.  

 

 

A key feature of this school development work is to ensure we really are true to the six principles of 

nurture in our everyday practice – in how we support our young people, our partners and also our  

own staff. 

 

 

The whole school has contributed to ideas around the NNSP and our apprentices have also 

helped to put VSK’s Nurture Principles into words by young people for young people. These 
can be seen in our new logo (full version) and are: 

 

• Whatever changes you face we are here to guide you.  
• No matter what age, everyone is at a different stage. 

• VSK can help you find your voice.  

• How you behave tells us how you feel. 

• VSK can be your safe space. 

• Nurture helps you feel happy and healthy.  
 

An essential part of this development is how VSK will be using the Boxall Profile to keep improving 

how we understand our young people and work with schools, social workers and foster carers to 

improve outcomes for children from early years all the way to those in post 16.  

Each Team at VSK now has a Nurture Ambassador and they are supporting with how this develops, 

so thank you to Helen Humphrey, Jade-Amora Omoleigho, Vanessa Neal, Laura Hunt, Louise 

Walbyoff, Nicola Mitchell - and to Emma Wills who has been supporting with this for Previously 

Looked After Children and Amanda Ormond who has been there from the very start of this journey. 

 

https://www.nurtureuk.org/


NEWS FROM VSK 

 

Please take a look at our website for more information and to see a short recording from our Head 

Teacher Tony Doran on what NNSP means to us and for all we work with. We hope you enjoy it! 

 

If you would like more information on this development, feel welcome to get in touch! 

 

Best wishes 

Jo Kelly & Marian Smith 

 

  
 

Joanne Kelly, Deputy Head North and West Kent 
joanne.kelly@kent.gov.uk 

 

 
 

Marian Smith, Deputy Head South and East Kent 

marian.smith@kent.gov.uk 
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EVENTS & COMPETITION NEWS 

World Book Day - Virtual School Kent celebrated World Book 

Day!  We share the values that World Book Day represents in that 

we hope all children and young people develop a love for reading 

for pleasure, because we know how much this can be a driving 

force to improve their outcomes, both educationally and in terms of 

emotional wellbeing. 

 

VSK have been sharing some of their favourite books via their 

social media pages on Instagram and Twitter, either from their own 

childhoods, or those they love to read with their own children and families.  Follow them at the 

following Instagram: Participation Team or Twitter: @virtSchl_Kent for more great book 

recommendations!  

 

U-Write Competition - Once again we have run our successful VSK 

U-Write competition. This is a 500 words or less writing competition for 

school aged children. 
 

We have had some amazing entries following on from our two 

workshops with Zohab Zee Khan. It is incredible to hear that one child 

who has little interest in writing took time to write a poem and send it in. 

On top of that – he was so proud of his work he took into class to share 

with his teacher and friends.! If you get the chance to checkout Zohab’s 
work. It is deeply inspirational and thought provoking.   

  



NEWS FROM THE NORTH 

 

Sarah Howell, Assistant Head 

Tel: 03000 410392 or email: sarah.howell@kent.gov.uk 
 

Although it seems like a long time ago now, North Kent and Medway (NK&M) schools were in the 

situation at the start of the Spring Term, where they knew that they were not going to be returning to 

the same format of learning they were managing before the Christmas Break, unlike colleagues in 

other parts of the county. 

 

As we are now so used to seeing, the schools in these areas adapted quickly to changes and worked 

exceptionally well with us, social workers and foster carers to provide the education and stability 

Children in Care need. 

 

As I write this, we are seeing all young people returning to their schools. Although we are not yet sure 

how the rest of the term will look, in our conversations with our schools, we know that you are mindful 

of the difficulties many young people have with transitions and anxieties. 

A new year brought new training opportunities for our own team: 

 

• The team received training from our commissioned Educational Psychologist on Autistic Spectrum 

Conditions (ASCs). The training included information on: ASC in Girls, ways in which young 

people could be supported depending on their sensory needs and both the similarities and 

differences between ASC and attachment difficulties. We hope that this will be useful for our 

support of young people in schools. 

 

• We have also worked closely with our VSK UASCYP (Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children & 

Young People) so we have a greater knowledge of learning and assessments which are available 

for this cohort of young people. We have already been supporting schools with implementing new 

qualifications. 

 

Our project work across the county this term has included: 

 

• Four schools and two of our team’s staff began the 3-Day Nurture Training course, which has 

been fully funded by VSK. The learning includes using the online Boxall Profile tool, as well as the 

underpinning of ethos needed to set up a successful Nurture Group in education settings. As 

usual, lots of you showed interest in this course, so we have responded by organising another 3-

day course for the summer term.    
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NEWS FROM THE NORTH 

 

• Our Book Club, held in collaboration with Medway Virtual School, 

continued in Term 3. The focus of the discussion was ‘Overcoming 
Barriers To Learning: How A Culture of Care in Schools Helps Troubled 

Pupils To Learn’ by Sheila Mulvenney. As usual, there was lots of 

discussion around the text and people picked out different positives from 

it, but overall, it was a great success with the attendees, particularly in 

the context of schools’ recovery and reconnection after lockdown.  

 

 

 

 

Term 4’s book was ‘Fosterboy’ by Rhian Taylor, which was a completely 
different than our previous ones. Medway VS couldn’t join us this term, 
so it was smaller group. Even so, there was a lot of discussion sparked 

from people’s opinions of the book. 
 

 

 

 

 

We have books available for schools for Terms 5 and 6 too. Please watch out for the flyers we send 

out, with the instructions on how to join these sessions. Once you’re booked on, we send you out a 
copy of the book in the post – hopefully, with plenty of time to read through it before the planned 

session. 

 

• After a delayed start from last, our project with Young Lives’ Foundation has got underway. We 
have created an agreement with this charity, whereby mentors for young people can be found to 

support their needs – whatever they may be. This project will be running until the end of the 

summer break. 

 

• Our young people in year’s R to 6, received a box of CGP workbooks 
for Reading, Writing and Maths. These were sent in order to support 

home learning and / or to compliment the online offer the young people 

were receiving from their school. We had some lovely feedback from a 

foster carer, thanking us for sending the books through. 

  



NEWS FROM THE NORTH 

 

We have started our TAM Project again for 2021. Five primary schools across the area have been 
invited to join the project for the year and will be supported by a VSK Education Support Officer (ESO) 
as well as somebody from the TAM team. The project allows a small group of staff from the school to 
be trained in leading the intervention, which uses ‘The Amazing Me’ story by Amanda Peddle to teach 
the young people about emotions and how their brains process them. Although some of our Kent 
Children In Care will be involved in the project, it is also hoped that the resources and learning will be 
useful for others at the schools, and for future years to come. 
 

 

• TRUGS (Teach Reading Using Games) were offered to KS1  
young people in NK&M. Twelve schools have taken up this 
offer so far, to use as a resource to support their recovery 
curriculum for our Kent CiC. We know that this is a great 
resource which has been hugely enjoyed in the past, so hope 
it once again captures the fun and enjoyment which can be 
found in reading.  
 

 

• Out first ‘Secondary Ready Maths Project’, which is aimed at young people in Years 7 & 8, has 
started this term. The young people will receive logins to an online bank of tutorials and practical 

resources. These will be supported by a virtual maths clinic, so that they have an opportunity to 

ask for help from a specialist maths tutor. Previously, foster carers have asked us to provide 

support for young people in Maths. The project will run into Term 5. We will monitor the 

engagement of young people in this project and hope that this is something we can offer again in 

the future. 

  



NEWS FROM THE WEST 

  

Jen Kemp & Jo Hayes Assistant Heads 

Jen - Tel: 03000 415685 or email: Jennifer.kemp@kent.gov.uk (Wed to Fri)  
Jo -Tel: 03000 415679 or email: Joanne.Hayes1@kent.gov.uk (Mon to Wed) 
 
As we rejoice to see spring finally blooming and the weather warming up a little West Kent team can’t 
quite believe we are only two more terms away from the end of the academic year.  We have been 

working from home now for a full calendar year and although it has certainly not been without its 

challenges, both mentally and digitally, we are incredibly proud of how we have worked so hard as a 

team to keep our children and young people in the forefront of our minds, whilst also having a bit of 

fun along the way – Annie’s scavenger hunt beats a Joe Wicks workout hands down! 
 

 
 

Whilst some of plans for project delivery this year have had to be either postponed or adapted this 
has not stopped an impressive roll out of opportunities for our schools to develop their 
understanding and improve practice in working with our Children in Care.  Since our last update, 
WK have embraced the world of online training and with our partners provided the following: 
Metacognition training for foster carers in Literacy and Numeracy; two programmes of Child Sleep 
Workshops for a multiagency audience; DT News & Networking session; Paired Reading; Precision 
Teaching; Drawing & Talking; and Touch Base training for schools wishing to become Attachment 
Aware.  Commissioned services, including SALT, Young Lives Foundation Mentoring, and 
Dandelion Time have also all been available throughout the pandemic.   
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NEWS FROM THE WEST 

 

We are looking forward to the outcome of two PP+ funded school’s projects at Bower Grove School 
and The Lenham School who are creating sensory and ‘safe haven’ gardens as spaces for wellbeing 

interventions and support, and a third project with Leeds & Broomfield Primary School who we are 

supporting to become a nurturing school via training with the National Nurturing Schools Programme.  

We would encourage other WK schools to get in touch if they have ideas for innovative and creative 

projects that support the needs of CIC and other vulnerable learners, that we could support using 

PP+. 

 

Happy Easter from all of the West Kent Team! 

  



NEWS FROM THE EAST 

 
 

    Simon Fosse-Collins, Assistant Head 
Tel: 03000 418601 or Email: simon.fosse-collins@kent.gov.uk 

  

Welcome to the East Kent update 

 

As the year rolls around we are starting to feel that restrictions on life have become the norm. 

Thankfully as we roll into the summer there are signals of hope on the horizon that in time life will 

return to some sense of normality.  

 

Many of us have learnt a vast amount during the pandemic. New ways of working, increased 

engagement with young people, carers and services. Schools have been amazing in investing in our 

young people and for some the traditional barriers they have met to learning have been swept away. 

  

As we move forward it will be important to hold onto this approach and not just revert back to 

previous rolls. Our children have really valued seeing our schools caring sides, the personal touches 

that have held them together and the dedication of the staff across the board in ensuring education 

has been maintained.  Ensure that as we easy out of lockdown ensure that we all work together to 

hold onto these valuable lessons and continue to apply them daily. 

 

Other News:  

 

Sparks 2 Life: We are pleased to announce that we have been able to secure 

this contract into the new financial year. Some of you will have revied the full 

update about this work at the DT Forum in March. We will of course send out 

updates as we return to face to face work. 

 

Dare to Differ: In recognition of the stresses and strains of lockdown on our 

young people we have secured additional places with Dare 2 Differ. This service 

can provide a range of support for our young people and provide them with 

space to reflect on new approaches to life and education.   
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NEWS FROM THE EAST 

 

The Purple Octopus Project: We are also delighted to have developed a Service 

Level agreement with POP to provide psychotherapeutic services to our children. 

The team are all up to speed on how to access this service and can work with you 

to help you through this process. 

 

 

The South and East Kent team are also offering a series of Webinars to 

help DTs meet the challenges that we face as children return to school. 

Details of these have been sent out and we look forward to welcoming  

Sam Watson from Dare 2 Differ, Dez Brown from Spark to Life and  

Dr Maria Vukoja from KEPs. This will be short informative talks and 

bookings can be made via the VSK South Kent inbox  southvsk@kent.gov.uk 

 

 

 

  East Kent Christmas Quiz 

 

Once again it is great to hear about the work people are completing to support our children. We 

should all be immensely proud of our achievements over the last 12 months. As a service we are 

always here to support you and thank you for all your hard work.  

 

 

Simon Fosse-Collins & The East Kent Team  
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NEWS FROM THE SOUTH 

 

Carole Bailey, Assistant Head   
Tel: 03000 417216 or email: carole.bailey@kent.gov.uk 
 

 

Wow!  What a busy term! I should firstly like to say a huge “well done!”  
 

Firstly, to our students.  We have been hearing wonderful stories of significant commitment to 

ongoing learning and progress with many of our students working exceptionally hard, despite the 

challenges of online learning, whether in school or at home. Well done to you all and we look forward 

in the months ahead of seeing the impact of this effort.  

 

To our foster carers and social workers who have provided support and ensured that our young 

people are encouraged through this difficult time of unusual ways of learning and supported in their 

wider needs.  

 

To our designated teachers who have worked with us to ensure the quality of PEPs and intervention 

support plans continue to be high, in spite of the recent technical problems, and finally –  

  

The SK VSK team who have taken on additional work to ensure we maintain a high level of support 

for our young people throughout this pandemic.   

 

I am delighted to confirm that our new Dover Education Support Officer, Leigh Bryant, has settled in 

well, and is getting to know designated teachers, schools and young people in the Dover area.  

Thank you for the welcome she has received thus far.   

 

Since the January lockdown, the South Kent team have been exploring how we can best support 

schools and students when schools return.  Whilst this has now happened, we are also aware that a 

legacy of the pandemic will be both the need for young people to re – engage in formal learning in 

schools with full size classes and busy routines, as well as offering support for mental wellbeing in the 

months ahead. We have been unable this year to hold our normal workshops, so instead we are 

offering a mini - series of webinars which we hope will be helpful: 
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NEWS FROM THE SOUTH 

For Designated Teachers we have a mini series of 3 webinars across Terms 4,5 and 6: 

 

Date Time Title Speaker 

25th March 2021     3.30pm - 5.00pm Covid-19 and County Lines 
Dez Brown, CEO  

Spark to Life 

20th May 2021 3.30pm - 5.00pm Supporting Young People at  
Key Transition Points 

Dr Maria Vukoja, KEPS 

8th July 2021 3.30pm - 5.00pm Promoting a Positive Return  
to School 

Sam Watson, Director,  
Dare to Differ 

 

We will also shortly be launching webinar sessions for foster carers to explore issues on supporting 

wellbeing at home with Purple Octopus.  

 

As schools return, we wish our Year 11 students in particular, every success in the ongoing 

assessments they are engaged in which will provide an evidence base for their academic results this 

year.   

 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact us if there are ways we can support further.  We look 

forward to working with colleagues to best support our young people as they settle back into the 

routine of school life and continue their learning journeys. 

 

  

Carole Bailey VSK Assistant Head: South Kent 
  



POST 16 NEWS  

 

 

New Year, New Lockdown! As we returned from our Christmas break, we found ourselves in an 

increasingly familiar situation with a new National lockdown. The Transition team spent the early part 

of term 3 contacting provisions, young people, and social workers to ensure that our cohort were safe 

and able to access online learning to continue with their learning. FE provisions were better prepared 

for this lockdown and the transition to continue their studies online was easier for our cohort. 

VSK Post 16 ESO’s supported our UASYP alongside KRAN and Kent Adult Education to ensure that 

they were able to access some online learning, with creative approaches being taken by KRAN to 

allow this cohort the option to access the lessons via Whatsapp.  Ongoing problems with this cohort 

being able to access WIFI due to living independently continue however Kent Adult Education issued 

their students with MIFI dongles which allowed them to access some online provision.  The support 

offered to our UASYP by KRAN and Kent Adult Education during term 3 and 4 has been valuable in 

keeping this cohort engaged with their education during a very difficult time and we all breathed a 

sigh of relief when all provisions were able to open their doors again on the 8th March. 

During Term 4 we have identified through second PEP’s that we have numerous young people who 

have continued to record 100% attendance despite the difficulties posed by online learning and have 

strived to stay on track to achieve predicted grades, we are in the process of recognising these young 

people who despite the challenges faced have demonstrated resilience and dedication to their 

studies. 

The Transition team have all received CPD training during terms 3 & 4 to refresh existing knowledge 

and build new. In February we recognised the National Apprenticeship week with an Apprenticeship 

Awareness workshop delivered by The Education People and during March Jo Kelly hosted an 

informative back to basics SEND workshop and Rachel Calver provided a thought provoking 

HE/Transition for Care Leavers session. All the training has been well received by the team and we 

have had positive feedback from several team members. 

We have been busy expanding our team and since the beginning of January, we have welcomed 

Gus Ege, Jeff Reene and Mandeep Virdi. They have been recruited into the roles of Post16 ESO with 

a specific focus of working with the UASYP cohort in different areas of the County. The table below 

details the new Transition Team with the areas and provisions that we individually work with, with a 

full compliment of staff we are looking forward to being able to provide more intensive support to the 

young people within our cohort. 

And finally some fabulous news…massive congratulations to Jade and her husband Eddie who will 
be welcoming a baby girl early September       Our first Transition Team baby! 

 

 

 
 

Catherine Thompson 
East & South Kent 
Tel: 03000 415221 
Catherine.Thompson@kent.gov.uk 

       Sam Perrin  
North & West Kent  

                   Tel: 03000 418388    
Samantha.Perrin@kent.gov.uk 

mailto:Perrin@kent.gov.uk


 

Transition Team  -  February 2021    

NAME CONTACT DETAILS AREA ROLE AREAS COVERED 
  

CATHERINE THOMPSON Catherine.thompson@kent.gov.uk 
03000 415221 

EAST/SOUTH Transition Lead for East and 
South Kent 

Sixth Forms East and South, Woodpecker Court 

JEFF REENE Jeffrey.reene@kent.gov.uk 
03000 412277 

EAST/SOUTH UASC Post-16 ESO EKC Canterbury UASC, KRAN, Kent Adult 
Education, Canterbury UASC NEET 

HELEN BROWN Helen.brown2@kent.gov.uk 
03000 412303 

SOUTH South Post-16 ESO EKC Folkestone, Dover, NEETs exc. 
Canterbury, Training Providers, Employed, The 
Beacon and St Nicholas 

ALEX KNIGHT Alex.knight@kent.gov.uk 
03000 414874 

EAST East Post-16 ESO EKC BROADSTAIRS, NEET, Employed, 
Canterbury NEET Citizen, Training Providers, 
Specialist East 

YONNETTE WARD Yonnette.Ward@kent.gov.uk 
03000 411133 

EAST KS4PA  

PAULA HOWE Paula.howe@kent.gov.uk 
03000 411741 

SOUTH KS4PA  

SAM PERRIN Samantha.perrin@kent.gov.uk 
03000 418388 

NORTH/WEST Transition Lead for North 
and West Kent 

Sixth Forms North and West Kent 

 
MANDEEP VIRDI  

Mandeep.Viridi@kent.gov.uk 
03000 411386 

NORTH/WEST UASC Post-16 ESO MKC Medway, Medway NEETS 

JADE-AMORA 
OMOLEIGHO 

Jade-Amora.Omoleigho@kent.gov.uk 
03000 411199 

WEST West Post-16 ESO NKC Hadlow, NKC Tonbridge, EKC Ashford 
citizens, MKC Maidstone, NEET, Employed, 
Training Providers, West Specialist Provision 

TRACY HUNT Tracy.hunt@kent.gov.uk 
03000 417915 

NORTH North Post-16 ESO EKC Sheppey, NKC Gravesend & Dartford, NK 
& Swale NEET, Training Provider, Employed, 
North Specialist Provision 

LINDSEY HARGREAVES Lindsey.hargreaves2@kent.gov.uk 
03000 414657 

WEST KS4PA  

KAYLEIGH SMEDLEY Kayleigh.smedley@kent.gov.uk 
03000 411331 

NORTH KS4PA  

STEVE GREEN Steve.green@kent.gov.uk 
03000 418616 

COUNTY SESO for UASC Millbank, Oakwood, Pre16 NRS, Appledore 

GUS EGE Augustine.Ege@kent.gov.uk 
03000 412260 

COUNTY UASC Post-16 ESO EKC Canterbury Vocational Courses, OOC 
UASC NEET, EKC Ashford UASC 

POST-16 BUSINESS 
SUPPORT  

16plusvirtualschoolskent@kent.gov.uk 
03000 421157 

COUNTY   
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UNACCOMPANIED ASYLUM SEEKING CHILDREN  

 

Steve Green, VSK Education Support Officer for UASC 
Tel: 03000 418616 or email: Steve.Green@kent.gov.uk 

 
 

Hello and welcome to another update of VSK’s practice involving unaccompanied asylum seeking 
children (UASC).  

 

Since Kent County Council returned to accepting UASC at entry to Dover port last December, there 

have been 75 new entrants as of 9/3/21. VSK have been trying to upgrade their response to this 

unique set of learners with renewed investment in educational aids, tools and materials so they can 

be assimilated as quickly as possible into accelerated educational progress and English language 

acquisition. We have also been able to recruit additional staff to the 16+ team with an additional focus 

on UASC work. So a warm welcome and hello to Augustine (Gus) Ege, Jeffrey Reene and returning 

to VSK, Mandeep Virdi! We wish them all the best in their new roles and feel sure they will make a 

significant contribution to the work VSK undertakes with UASC learners. They will be offering support 

primarily to UASC aged 16-18.  

 

The first part of this additional package of educational support has been 

the provision of hard copy educational transition packs (pictured) at all the 

reception centres   providing accommodation for 16-18 UASC, to be given 

to young people when they move from the centres to independence. In 

addition, we have also recently ordered another 60 ipads with pre- loaded 

ESOL software to be used as additional learning aids to support learners 

at the reception centres. VSK have also recently commissioned an 

organisation called the Arts Exchange Project to specifically use arts and 

craft activities to stimulate wider creativity and educational engagement 

with this cohort. 

 

Further afield we continue to work in partnership with KCC adult education after our collaboration last 

summer to create extra ESOL classes/places for young learners 16-18 who are unable to gain FE 

College ESOL places. Both Kent Refugee Action Network (KRAN) and the British Red Cross as the 

two main NGO’s in Kent working with UASC continue to provide both online and limited F2F 
educational support to UASC learners.  

 

All the best  

Steve Green- Senior Educational Support Officer UASC    

  

mailto:Steve.Green@kent.gov.uk


SUPPORTING OUR OUT OF COUNTY CHILDREN  

 

Amanda Ormond  

Senior Education Support Officer for Out of County Children (OOC)   

Tel: 03000 412293 or email: amanda.ormond@kent.gov.uk  
 

Goodness me! Where does the time go? 

 

Here we are with our spring newsletter and so much has happened. Of course the pandemic 

continued to keep us all working from home and had us all wondering if we would ever be allowed out 

again! However, we have light at the end of the tunnel and exciting times ahead. 

 

Things are ever developing with the Out of County team and we are very pleased to welcome  

Gus Ege as part of our extended team. Gus will sit within the post 16/ UASC team and will be taking 

care of our newly arrived unaccompanied young people in Key Stage 5 until they are in education, 

training or employment. Gus is an experienced secondary school teacher and has worked with the 

Red Cross so we are looking forward to working with him and developing this work stream further 

and utilising his expertise.  

 

Myself and Jo Kelly recently met with our Unaccompanied young peoples social work team to look at 

our current ways of working and how we can best work together to ensure we have a realistic offer of 

support for these young people wherever they are placed……watch this space for further 
developments in this area! 

 

The team have been working extremely hard to ensure all our out of county young people have peps 

in place and within timescales. This has been no mean feat given that our young people are living in 

areas that stretch from Cornwall to Carlisle and our recent server outage has caused us some 

logistical challenges to say the least! As ever the team remains flexible and creative in their approach 

to challenge and are supportive to our colleagues, young people and schools. Of course we would 

not have been able to achieve this without the cooperation and support of our schools and 

Designated Teachers…..Thank you & Well done to all – we really are getting there!  

 

We are fast approaching the time of year where we need to know our year 11 progression plans and 

Karen Wood is working hard to attend all year 11 peps to offer her advice and support. 
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SUPPORTING OUR OUT OF COUNTY CHILDREN  

 

Many of our young people move back to Kent when they reach 16 and this make post 16 planning 

difficult, however, Karen works tirelessly with our area teams, social work colleagues and schools to 

try and ensure this type of planning is undertaken early. 

 

As part of our school development plan we are looking at how our we embed our 6 principles of 

Nurture into our practice and have really focused on how we can ensure the voices of our young 

people living outside of Kent are heard and represented in how our service develops. Our wonderful 

Participation & Engagement team have been working alongside us to set up a virtual coffee morning 

for our out of county carers where they can meet some of the out of county and P&E team to learn 

how we can engage their young people in our councils, activities and also find out more on how we 

support education. The first is booked for the 30th March and we hope to have themes for our future 

meetings and guest speakers from the teams to support with “hot topics” – I’m sure there will be 

some fun too       

 

On the subject of Nurture, we have rolled out the 3 day Accredited Nurture Training and 1 day Boxall 

profile training to our out of county schools and both courses have been filled very quickly. This is 

funded as a Pupil Premium plus project for out of county and we are pleased that our regular trainer, 

Claire Wilson, from Nurture UK and will be running these days for us in June and July. All of this 

contributes to our National Nurturing Schools Programme which was featured in our Autumn 

Newsletter. We continue with the momentum around all things Nurture and am proud to be leading a 

team that have it “running through their veins” in all they do for our young people and their colleagues 
and in looking after themselves! My mum always said, “You can’t help others unless you look after 
yourself first!” Wise words indeed! 
 

That brings me on nicely to well-being – The team have further improved on their creative skills which 

have in turn supported their own well- being. Some of their creations have been fabulous this term, 

from crochet cardigans, to bobble hats and blankets, upcycled furniture and Gus has taken up the 

Ukulele….we can’t wait to hear him play! Who’d have thought that this time last year we would be 
such a creative bunch! 

 

We’d love to hear if some our school staff & young people have had opportunities to take up new 

hobbies and the impact it’s had on them during these challenging times! 
 

If you’d like to share your creations or new hobbies, please email photos or stories to  

virtualsschoolkentocc@kent.gov.uk 

 

Wishing you all a safe and positive transition back into some sort of normality! 

 

Amanda Ormond and the Out of County Team 
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PREVIOUSLY LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN  

 

Emma Wills 
Senior Education Support Officer for Previously Looked After Children (PLAC)   
Tel: 03000 422156 or email: emma.wills@kent.gov.uk 
 

 

Hello from the Previously Looked After Children Team 

 

During the last lockdown, it was reassuring to see that so many Previously Looked After Children 

remained in school, many of them flourishing in the smaller class sizes and bubble environments that 

were necessary to keep us all safe.  We are all keeping our fingers crossed that now all children are 

back in school, this cohort of children will continue to prosper in the busier environment of the new 

normal. The parents and guardians that we speak to continue to be so thankful for your 

understanding and support of their children - you really have made a massive difference to the 

children’s wellbeing.  Thank you!   
 

Support for Previously Looked After Children 

 

Please continue to work closely with parents and guardians in your collective support of these 

vulnerable children.  They will have all suffered differing levels of Trauma and Adverse Childhood 

Experiences at some stage in their lives and may well be suffering more than others during this time.  

They do not necessarily have the luxury of Social Worker support or indeed VSK involvement (unless 

they have contacted us), so please do make sure you have spoken with those families and let them 

know that VSK are here to advise both school and parents/guardians. 

Free training available. 

 

VSK have invested in a range of on-line training opportunities for schools who have Previously 

Looked After Children on roll with them.  The training is provided by two well established and 

renowned training providers AC Education and Kate Cairns Training Associates.  Whether you need 

training for individuals or whole school online training with mentoring opportunities, we can work with 

you to ensure that your staff access the best training for their needs.  We are able to offer all of these 

completely free of charge, so please do get in touch with us if you would like to find out more, or visit 

our website for more details: 

 

https://www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/plac/training-for-provisions 
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PREVIOUSLY LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN  

KEPS 

Our termly KEPS consultations with schools continue to be very popular and are an effective way of 

supporting both schools and their children.  Please let us know if you would like to discuss a 

previously looked after child with our Educational Psychologist, by emailing one of us directly, or via 

the PLAC team email – VSKPLAC@kent.gov.uk 

 

We are also offering KEPs Anxiety Based School Avoidance Training after Easter.  Please do get in 

contact with us if you would be interested in joining this webinar.   

 

EPPLAC Forms 

We are pleased to announce that we have updated our EPPLAC (Education Plan for Previously 

Looked After Children) forms to reflect the feedback that we have received from schools, parents and 

guardians.  We have also taken the opportunity to encourage the voice of the young person within 

this, and with the help of our VSK apprentices have developed a Young Person’s ‘What I would like 
you to know about me” form. 

 

Although EPPLAC meetings are not statutory, we would strongly advise all schools to hold regular 

EPPLAC meetings with all of their Previously Looked After Children’s families.  Please speak to 
parents and guardians to arrange these.  If anyone would like VSK to attend the meetings, we would 

encourage parents and guardians to contact us in the first instance, by emailing 

VSKPLAC@kent.gov.uk. 

 

You will find the new forms on our website.  I hope you like them!   

Thank you 

The PLAC Team 

 

 

 

The PLAC Team 
 
Emma Wills - Senior Education Support Officer – Countywide    
email: emma.wills@kent.gov.uk 
 
Zoe Brockington – Education Support Officer for North & West Kent  
email: zoe.brockington@kent.gov.uk 
 
Abby Higgins – Education Support Officer for South & East Kent  
email: abby.higgins@kent.gov.uk 
 
Dedicated email address:  VSKPLAC@kent.gov.uk 
  
 

mailto:VSKPLAC@kent.gov.uk
mailto:VSKPLAC@kent.gov.uk
mailto:emma.wills@kent.gov.uk
mailto:zoe.brockington@kent.gov.uk
mailto:abby.higgins@kent.gov.uk
mailto:VSKPLAC@kent.gov.uk


PARTICIPATION TEAM UPDATE   

As we head into spring it continues to be a very busy time for the Participation Team, who have been 

running many after school virtual activities as well as a packed half term in February. All virtual 

activities were fully booked with over 100 young people taking part in activities such as gaming, 

drama, bear making and baking. Previously looked after young people, children in care, disabled 

young people as well as sons and daughters of foster all took part in various activities.  

 

 

Young People’s Councils  
 

Both the Super Council and OCYPC were also well attended during the February half term, where we 

spoke to members about the NNSP and what Nurture meant to them. Members of the Super Council 

have created some thought-provoking feedback around what nurture means to them.  
 

 

The young people’s experiences were used by the Participation Team to inform the film they have 
made explaining VSK’s journey to date to achieving the Nurture accreditation.  
 

https://vimeo.com/525540056/4242a27634 
 

Young Adult Council  
 

Over the past few months, the Young Adult Council (YAC) has grown with a few new members each 

month. Recently the council have: 

• Given feedback on what should be included in packs that the Young Lives Foundation have 

been creating for young people moving into independent living. 

• Created a cookbook to go with the packs for young people moving into independence. 

• Contributed to a presentation delivered by Rob and Brad to trainee social workers with the 

University of Kent. 

• Spoken with Mark Weinel, the Head of the 18+ Service to give their views on how the service 

can support Kent Care Leavers.  

 

https://vimeo.com/525540056/4242a27634


PARTICIPATION TEAM UPDATE 

In addition to our core council group, we have been running virtual activities aimed at older young 

people aged 14+ including yoga, boxing, baking banana bread, gaming and designing their own tote 

bags. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Adoptables 

 

The Participation Team continues to facilitate the Adoptables, a participation group 

for adopted young people aged 12 – 18 living in Bexley, Kent and Medway who 

want to increase awareness of the issues adopted young people may face and 

bring about positive changes for them.  By attending the group, young people have 

the opportunity to share their experiences of adoption, talk about issues important 

to them and make suggestions about how decision makers within the Regional 

Adoption Agency can improve adoption for children and young people.  It is also a great place to 

meet other young people with similar shared experiences, build confidence and skills and have fun. 

 

At the Virtual Adoptables Meeting during the February Half Term, the group were excited to discuss 

potential activities and venues for future face to face Adoptables meetings. Water sports, high ropes 

and laser tag were among the suggestions and the group is looking forward to being able to meet in 

person when it is safe to do so. 

 

As it was the start of the year and the group now welcomes members living in Bexley and Medway, it 

was also a good opportunity to check that the group are happy with name and age range of the group 

(they are!) and discuss potential agenda items for the future. Our second agenda item asked young 

people to give feedback about a summer school project being held in the Dover area during the 

summer holiday. The members had lots of good ideas about how to make this as appealing as 

possible to young people, such as planning creative lessons that don’t require young people to be sat 
at desks all day, including activities outside and building in sports, art and drama to complement the 

reading and writing based sessions.  In addition to the more formal meeting, the Adoptables also met 

for an online gaming session in March which was enjoyed by all and was a good opportunity for some 

of our newer members to get to know each other. 

 

  



PARTICIPATION TEAM UPDATE 

Sons and Daughters of Foster Carer Participation Group 

 

The Team are facilitating a group aimed at the sons and daughters of foster carers, aged 7-16, which 

is currently being held virtually.  This group allows young people whose parents are fostering a Kent 

Child in Care, to meet up with other young people who are in the same position and may have similar 

experiences.  

 

These groups have been running in pockets around the county, but the Team held the first 

countywide meeting in February 2021. The members discussed what they would like the group to 

look like, and how often they would like to meet. Supported by staff, the young people discussed 

topics they would like talk about as the group progresses. Some of the important issues initially  

raised were around training for the young person as well as the foster carers, such as how to  

manage behaviours of foster children and also about how to cope with some of the emotions 

around becoming a foster family.  

 

The young people also expressed they are looking forward to being able to meet face as restrictions 

lift and would like to incorporate a fun activity into the meeting, such as bowling or skating.  The next 

meeting is taking place in the Easter Holidays in April. The hope is to increase membership to ensure 

the sons and daughters voices are heard and their contributions to the group will help shape services 

in the future.  

 

Easter Holidays  

 

The Participation Team have a busy Easter Holiday planned, with lots of virtual activities, such as 

gaming, drama, dance, bingo and science workshops. The team will also be running two virtual 

activity sessions for disabled children and their families.  

 

As restrictions begin to lift the team are planning some small bespoke, face to face activity sessions 

with young people in open spaces, during the Easter holidays, whilst adhering to the latest 

Government guidelines. 

 

Other projects  

 

Beyond Lockdown  

 

In February some of our Care Leaver Apprentices presented at the Beyond Lockdown event in 

association with The Kent, Surrey, and Sussex Academic Health Science Network. The purpose of 

the event was to how best to communicate key messages regard the support needed for care leavers 

during and beyond lockdown restrictions due to Covid 19. The apprentice’s feedback has contributed 
to a tool kit that is now available for all care leavers, health trusts and public services.  

 

 

 



PARTICIPATION TEAM UPDATE 

Independent Fostering Agencies   

 

The Team have been working with Commissioning to help ensure that young people who live with 

IFA foster carers feel that they have the same positive experience as those living with KCC foster 

carers. Members of the team interviewed 5 young people who live with IFAs, they were asked 

questions centred around:  

 

• belonging and their relationships with their foster carers 

• feeling safe and happy 

• their location  

• opportunities and activities 

• Differences between KCC and IFA foster carers 

 

The feedback from the young people will inform senior staff and the shaping of services in the future.  

 

For more information, please email VSK_Participation@Kent.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To book onto events or for more information, please contact us at: 
vsk_participation@kent.gov.uk  

 

Keep up to date with all the latest Participation Team news at:                
https://kentcarestown.lea.kent.sch.uk/ 

 
Follow us on Twitter @VirtSchl_Kent  

 

Follow us on Instagram @Participation_Team 
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VSK Contact Information 
  

 

 
virtual.school.kent@kent.gov.uk 
 

  

Virtual School Kent 

 

www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/    
 
 

  

 

North & West Kent 
  

03000 412777  
  

Worrall House, 30 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill,  
Kent   ME19 4AE 
 

East & South Kent 
  

03000 421157  
  

Brook House, John Wilson Business Park,  
Reeves Way, Whitstable, Kent   CT5 3SS  
 

 

 

VSK Senior Leadership Team 
 

 

      

  Tony Doran 
  Headteacher 

 

 

Marian Smith 
Deputy Head (East & South) 

 

  

 Jo Kelly 
Deputy Head (North & West) 

  Jo Carpenter 
   Participation & Engagement Manager 
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