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Gilbert the Great  
Jane Clarke & Charles Fuge 
 

✓ ✓ 3-5  
From the time Gilbert the Great White Shark was a tiny pup, Raymond 
the Remora stuck to him like glue...'Then one day, Gilbert wakes up to 
discover that Raymond has gone. Mrs Munch does everything she can 
to help her little shark come to terms with his loss and – slowly but 
surely – Gilbert learns to smile a wobbly smile through his sadness. He 
knows that Raymond will always be in his heart and, when mum takes 
Gilbert to the wreck, a chance meeting helps him find happiness once 
more. Jane Clarke’s heart-warming story, exquisitely illustrated by 
Charles Fuge, is funny and sad in equal measure. It will touch anyone 
who has experienced the pain of losing a friend or the joy of making a 
new one. 
 

The Paper Dolls 
Debi Gliori 

✓ ✓ 3-5  
The Paper Dolls is a stunning, lyrical story of childhood, memory and 
the power of imagination from Julia Donaldson, the author of The 
Gruffalo, and award-winning illustrator Rebecca Cobb. A string of paper 
dolls go on a fantastical adventure through the house and out into the 
garden. They soon escape the clutches of the toy dinosaur and the 
snapping jaws of the oven-glove crocodile, but then a very real pair of 
scissors threatens . . . The Paper Dolls is a beautiful and evocative story 
from Julia Donaldson and Rebecca Cobb, the bestselling creators of The 
Everywhere Bear 
 

The day the sea went out and never 
came back 

✓ ✓ 3-6  
The Day the Sea Went Out and Never Came Back is a story for children 



Margot Sunderland who have lost someone they love. Eric is a sand dragon who loves the 
sea very much. Each day, he watches it going out and coming back. His 
sea is beautiful indeed to him. But one day, the sea goes out and does 
not come back. Eric waits and waits, but it does not come back. So, he 
falls on the sand in terrible pain. It feels to him as if he has lost 
everything. After many bleak days, Eric sees a little wild flower. It is 
dying. Eric knows he must save it. He finds water. More and more 
flowers appear and so Eric starts to make a beautiful rock pool garden. 
And as he does, he finds the courage to feel the full pain of his loss, 
instead of closing his heart. He realises that his memories of his 
precious sea are like a special kind of treasure in his mind, a treasure he 
will never lose. 
 

The frog who longed for the moon to 
smile 
Margot Sunderland 

✓ ✓ 4-7  
The Frog Who Longed for the Moon to Smile is a story for children who 
yearn for someone they love. Frog is very much in love with the moon 
because she once smiled at him. So now he spends all his time 
dreaming about her. He waits and waits for her to smile at him again. 
One day a wise and friendly crow helps frog to see how he is wasting 
his life away. All the time he has been facing the place of very little, he's 
had his back to the place of plenty. 
 

 


