VSK NEWS
Kent’s Virtual School for Children in Care and Young Care Leavers Summer Term 2020

Welcome
As the Summer break fast approaches, it is a poignant time to look back at all that has happened over the
past six months. Well 2020 certainly hasn’t been the norm by any stretch of the imagination. I wanted to
start by extending my sincere thanks for all your hard work in supporting our young people during this
historic period of time. Covid-19 and the lockdown period has seen multiple partners come together to
ensure our young people are fully supported.
The feedback we have received from our amazing carers, highlights their commitment to supporting home learning and some
of the work our YP have produced is nothing short of amazing. VSK has been working tirelessly during this period, ensuring
our carers have home learning resources and the information they need over and above that provided by the school. We have
continually developed the website and addressed the IT needs of our YP supplying more that 100 iPad, 300 Chromebooks
and 200 Laptops prior to delivering a further 700 Government laptops.

In addition to this we have been getting on with business as usual, as you can see in this issue of the VSK Newsletter. We
have been hosting Virtual PEP meetings, reviewing progress and planning for transitions back to school; keeping a focus on
developing numeracy and literacy through programmes such as Timetable Rock Stars, Maths Whizz, Paired Reading, Literacy
Planet and not forgetting the recently launched Summer Reading Challenge. Not only focusing on academic development we
have also continued work with Kent educational Psychology Service, Speech and Language Therapy and developing
resilience through an Art Award on Creative Transitions.
Please take time to read this edition thoroughly and find out what we are doing in your part of Kent from our fantastic Area
Team Assistant Headteachers and the projects they champion both at area level and county wide . Also please be aware of
some or our amazing work that is being done by our Out of County Team (OOC), Transitions Team (16+),Previously Looked

after Team (PLAC) and our Participation and Engagement team including all our Virtual Children in Care Council meetings,
virtual social meetings and much more. All that is left to say now is have a fantastic summer period from all of us at VSK.
Best wishes

Tony Doran
Headteacher, Virtual School Kent
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KENT PEP UPDATE
How time flies! The Kent PEP is now a year old and despite a few initial
teething issues, it has proved to be very successful. It always takes a while
to introduce any new system, especially when it is quite different to the
previous one. Designated Teachers have however managed the change in
method really well and we have received some very positive messages
about the new format. We will continue to listen to your suggestions and

look to improve and revise it as we move forward in time.
Obviously the closure of schools due to Covid-19 has caused some problems in holding PEPs, but VSK
colleagues have been working hard to get these completed where possible even without Designated
Teachers being in school.
We would ask particularly at this time in the term, for you to check to see if you have any PEPs in the
portal and if so, for these to be completed and sent back to VSK so they can be finalised and saved to
the young person’s record. This will ensure everything is in order prior to school return in September
and enable transition work to be undertaken.
As far as timescales go, PEPs should be completed and returned by the Designated Teacher within two
weeks of the PEP Meeting. This not only ensures timely record keeping but also correct date
sequencing of your funding requests and the young person’s PEP meetings.
Please contact us if you would like to change your school’s nominated email address for Kent PEP but
please ensure that all PEPs currently in the portal are completed and submitted back to VSK first.
New and updated Kent PEP user guides and a flowchart for DTs & DMSs are available on the VSK
website: http://www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/vsk-resources/personal-education-plan
Contact
Please contact our dedicated Kent PEP team directly should you have any questions or queries and we
will be happy to help.

03000 415353
VSKKentPEP@kent.gov.uk
http://www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/vsk-resources/
personal-education-plan

VSK AWARDS 2020 NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN!
This school year has been a very different and for some, difficult year for young people, and we know
that our care experienced children and young people have had to face some additional challenges since
the outbreak of Covid-19.
We also know that many of them have risen to this challenge and found lots of positives during this time.
We are still hearing amazing things that our young people have been doing both at home and with school
work.
Although we are sadly having to accept that the likelihood of us being able to hold our annual September
and October Awards Ceremonies as usual, to celebrate outstanding achievements isn’t looking at all
likely to happen, we want to ensure that our young people do not miss out on the opportunity of having
their achievements recognised and rewarded.
So we would like to advise that nominations for this year for Kent Children in Care and Care Leavers are
now open. You can nominate young people from Early Years to Year 13+ using the online nomination

form

on

our website:

http://www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/news/16-06-2020-virtual-school-kent-

awards-nominations-2020-are-open
Award Categories are:
•

Outstanding or greatly improved academic achievement

•

Outstanding or greatly improved engagement and/or attitude towards learning

•

Outstanding or greatly improved attendance

•

Outstanding contribution to the education, training, or employment placement

•

Outstanding contribution to the community

•

Wider achievements of note

•

Acts of Kindness Award (a new category for 2020 for any young person who has carried out an act of
kindness during the coronavirus pandemic)

The deadline to make a nomination is Monday 31 August 2020. As in previous years we will not be
able to accept any nominations after this date.
We would like to encourage you to make a nomination to help us ensure that we recognise and celebrate
our young people’s achievements. If you have any further questions,
Please contact us at: virsch01@kent.gov.uk

NEWS FROM THE NORTH
Sarah Howell, Assistant Head
Tel: 03000 410392 or Email: sarah.howell@kent.gov.uk
So much has changed since our last newsletter, but the quality of support the schools in
North Kent & Medway (NK&M) have offered to the most vulnerable young people has
been amazing. Thank you all so much for all you have done to support them through
these difficult times, for keeping us and the network surrounding the young people
informed and for being so adaptable in your practice.
Further good news for our team is the appointment of Sam Vloothuis to the role of
Education Support Officer. She joins us with a wealth of experience from Nursery to
Secondary aged young people. She has possibly received the most unique induction into
VSK, having started her work with us towards the beginning of lockdown! Sam has ‘met’
some of you already at PEP meetings, but let’s hope it’s not too long before you get to
meet her in ‘real-life’ too!
Feedback To FELOs
Throughout this period, school and VSK support for carers has been well-received. Our Fostering &
Education Liaison Officers (FELOs) have spoken to many foster carers who have young people of various
ages in their care. Foster carers have been dedicated to educating at home, managing emotions and
mental well-being during this time, whilst adapting to new routines and a different way of education that
was suddenly put on them. Here are some examples of the amazing work which has been shared with us:


A young child who can now count to 100 and understand basic number concepts, because learning
has continued through play and fun activities. Their carer has put together a folder of all the extra work
they have completed at home, ready to show teachers and classmates.



The fun, time, effort and pride our children have taken into putting together a time capsule, adding
photos and poetry to make it their own moment in time.



A mini-beast challenge brought much enjoyment for her and her carer extended that experience by
researching and reading bug stories.



A carer has told us how part of their daily routine includes cookery classes with a Japanese flavour.



She’s really enjoying the TT Rockstars’ battles and competitions. It has helped her find a new love of

Maths.


He has been planting seeds and vegetables and now tends to the garden without riding his bike
through the middle of the newly planted crop!

We’ve heard how families have bonded and grown together through this time; laughing, playing games
and enjoying walks.

NEWS FROM THE NORTH
Participation & Engagement
Our Participation & Engagement Team have been running virtual activities and competitions with children
in care from across the county. We have seen lots of the young people in NK&M taking part in these
events. Here is an example submitted from one of the Year 6s in our area who has written a poem called
‘My Superhero’, about her carer:
My Superhero

During this Covid-19 lockdown,
I will always come to you,
Even through this weirdness,
You will still make my dreams come true.
No matter what happens,
I will always be proud of you.
I also have a fabulous family,
With [no.] amazing brothers,

But I am so glad that I live with you.
I look at you as my mother.
No matter what my behaviour is,
You will still love me for myself,
You love and respect my wishes,
For that, I send you my love and kisses.
Anyone can be a superhero,
But when I look at [name],

She always sees the best in me,
And always make me happy.
So, my award goes to [name]
Superhero, Covid-19, 2020 J

Our young people have been sharing their home-school learning with us
too, whether that is the learning set by you or activities their carers have
created. One of our Year 6 children sent this photo to us linked to a piece
of work set by her school. The invention she was keen to share with us
was for a set of solar-power human wings.

NEWS FROM THE NORTH
Online Maths Projects
We are making great progress with the online, diagnostic intervention called Maths Whizz: and up to 60
children are actively using the program now. Progress is made when a learning objective is completed
which involves working through an exercise followed by a test. Completing an average of 3+ progressions
a week is classed as good progress and can improve a young person’s maths age by 18 months within a
year.

One of our young people ha shown real determination to succeed by completing 8 progressions in a
week! If he continues at this rate, he will increased his maths ability by over two and half years in just 1
year! Awesome!
We still have plenty of subscriptions available for any young people between Y2 and Y8, who may benefit
from this work, so just let us know if you think this would be of benefit to the young people in your care.
Our promotion of TT Rockstars as a support for practising times table, has continued. Since lockdown the
children have completed 72 rock slams, some against each other and some against our apprentices. In

the next few weeks we will be looking at who has completed the most and they will be receiving a prize so still all to play for!
TAM Project Our TAM project with a group of schools across North Kent & Medway, just got going…and
then lockdown happened.
We are working with TAM to ensure that we get to pick up with our trainees and schools soon to complete
the modules and plan for the continuation. We are keeping in touch with TAM regularly and hope to be
able to update you all soon. For now, we’d like to pass on this message from Amanda:
“Such uncertain times at the moment has meant that so many of us have had to adapt the way we live
and work. I personally am missing hugs very much. What I am enjoying is developing my use of
technology and seeing just how much impact I can still have online, it's definitely given me lots of ideas
for online training and delivery.
In the meantime, we are delighted to announce that we
have launched ‘TAM's Journey - The Middle’, our second
book, and along with our Sloth Plushy - can be ordered
here: https://tams-journey.myshopify.com/
Team TAM send you lots of love and best wishes for
health and safety at this time.”

WORKING TOWARDS BEING THE FIRST VIRTUAL SCHOOL TO
GAIN NATIONAL NURTURING STATUS
VSK has embarked on a new journey this year towards our aim of being
the first Virtual School to gain accreditation from Nurture UK for the NNSP
(National Nurturing school Status). This means our whole service is trained
in the six principles of Nurture and we are integrating these into our daily
practice across the whole school. It will impact on how we support our

young people, partners and community – and also how we use our young people’s voices to build on our
“you said, we did” approach.
All VSK staff have had the opportunity to train in the use of the Boxall Profile and this is a fundamental
element in our journey towards being successful. It will be used as a tool to support schools to further
understand our young people and their developmental and diagnostic needs plus advising on strategies
which will address these. Most of our team have already been trained and this term are embedding their
learning into practice by starting their paper tool assessments with the support of Designated Teachers.

We are targeting mainly year 6 and 11 young people in order to better support their transition needs. This
has taken on an even more important focus as a result of the impact of covid-19 and the need for children
to be re-integrated back into schools after along break from routine! Many thanks to Linsey O’Connell from
KEPS who is supporting us through June/July with group supervision to build our expertise as we go
forward in preparation for September.
Covid-19 has delayed our NNSP training slightly! but we are forging ahead despite these barriers and aim
to have the next training day from Nurture UK in November. We are also aiming to start to use the Boxall

Profile Online system in the autumn term, which will help us to see through impact reports on how this is
helping our children in more detail.
We hope that our newly found skills and the way we are developing our service will help how we work with
you all to support the needs of our young people. The aim is for all our children and young people in care
to be even more successful in their education, all the way through from Early Years settings to post 16
placements and on into independence. For any more information please feel welcome to contact:

Joanne Kelly, Deputy Head North and West Kent
joanne.kelly@kent.gov.uk
Marian Smith, Deputy Head South and East Kent
marian.smith@kent.gov.uk

NEWS FROM THE WEST
Jen Kemp & Jo Hayes Assistant Heads
Jo -Tel: 03000 415679 or
Email: Joanne.Hayes1@kent.gov.uk (Mon to Wed)
Jen - Tel: 03000 415685 or
Email: Jennifer.kemp@kent.gov.uk (Wed to Fri)
The start of lockdown on the 23rd March and the impact of school closures brought with it significant
changes to the way in which our VSK Area Support teams work. In the West, as in all the other parts of
Kent, our team took up the challenge with a solution focused and positive outlook for our children. Of
course, we were also dealing with anxieties of our own, the impact of shielding and health concerns on
our colleagues, working from home whilst trying to home school and suddenly having to become tech
wizards and aficionados of Skype and Microsoft Teams virtual platforms! Nevertheless, the VSK West
team have achieved so much to be proud of during these unprecedented times.
The first major project to get underway was the Chromebook initiative and a big thank you must go to Jo
Hayes for her time spent in writing the safe usage guidance for foster carers and becoming the go-to
person for all things technical regarding Chromebooks! All VSK teams quickly took up the opportunity to
become delivery drivers once the stock of Chromebooks arrived and soon they were whizzing around the
county delivering this much needed piece of tech to our primary aged children in care, and all this was
done before the Government announced their plan to provide vulnerable children with laptops and
internet access at home!
Whilst the Chromebook project was underway our support officers, FELOS and EWO were also making
contact with all our carers to offer educational support and assistance to help the task of home schooling.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank our schools and DTs for so quickly responding to the needs of
our children by, either providing access to learning at home or in getting the children to school for those
who needed to continue attending. Our foster carers of course deserve big thankyou too for stepping up
to the challenge of supporting their children’s learning at home whilst also loving and nurturing them
during such a difficult time.

Post the Easter break, other initiatives got underway, such as working alongside West Kent’s
commissioned Speech & Language therapist Sarah Post, to offer a remote service of assessments and
therapy packages to children previously receiving support and to continue to be able to offer new children
the opportunity for SALT intervention. Feedback from carers has been very positive and we hope to
provide more children the chance of continued support throughout the summer holidays too.

NEWS FROM THE WEST
Unfortunately due to the restrictions on gatherings we were unable to implement our training plans this
year alongside Kent Educational Psychology Service, however we are hoping to recover these plans next
year when we provide a multi-agency conference on the Importance of Sleep for Learning, and enable
some of our WK schools to pilot a Solution Circles approach to planning intervention and support for our
young people in care in crisis at school. The work with KEPS however, has not stopped throughout this
time and we are soon to launch a foster carer clinic service enabling carers across the county to access
an Educational Psychologist for support around learning for the children in their care.
Our area education support officers have worked tremendously hard during these past 2 terms in
ensuring that all our children continue to have a good quality PEP during the pandemic which includes
thoughtful planning around the transition back to school. Our whole team have also completed further
training online to support their own CPD and this has helped us to support children more effectively
throughout and after this pandemic.

The Paired Reading Project continued and carers have been

supported by our FELOS and ESOs to conduct assessments of their children so that we still have some
progress data to measure and evidence the success of this annual project. Kim, our EWO, has also

worked hard to collect attendance data on our children as some return to school and their ‘new normal’.
Thanks go to all our team from Jo and I.
Not only have we achieved all of this, but we have also welcomed a new member to our
team, albeit in a socially distanced safe way! We welcome a new Education Support
Officer, Liza Smith, who we are sure will be just as big an asset to our team as is every
individual member of the West Kent Team.
See you on the other side of summer when hopefully we can begin to stop living up to our name sake
quite so much and become less virtual and more real once again for you!

NEWS FROM THE EAST
Simon Fosse-Collins, Assistant Head
Tel: 03000 418601 or Email: simon.fosse-collins@kent.gov.uk
We can certainly say we have lived through an interesting period in history. Never
before have we seen such uncertainty that has required such a unique response.
The strains of everyday life like traffic jams, running late or roadworks are strange
comforts we long for. I wonder if in a year from now we will still enjoy the simple

pleasure of being stuck behind a tractor on the way home?
The team and all at VSK would like to express our deepest sympathies to those
schools, pupils and families who have lost loved ones recently and of course would offer any support we
can in helping our children come to terms with these loses.
During lockdown the team have been working exceptionally hard to ensure that our children have been
provided with a seamless service. My favourite story is still the DT holding a PEP meeting in her
bathroom as it was the only confidential place in the house.
One challenge we had was to see who could grow the best beard.

Other things we have been up to:

The delights of working from
home!

Debbie recreated Rene
Magritte’s Les Amants.

Simon & five of his school friends
raised £1200 for charities in
Jersey supporting Covid work

NEWS FROM THE EAST
It is hard to quantify how proud I am of the team’s commitment to getting
the job done. No task has been too much and they have always ensured
that our children are the primary focus of our work. All of this has been done
while managing family life, domestic needs and avoiding eating the entire
contents of the snack cupboard! We know that you have been doing the
same and I sincerely thank you and my team for all the hard work.

As our children start to return to school we know many aspects of their lives will be very different. We are
starting to get used to and understand new terminology like bubbles and fluid drop offs. We know you will
be mindful of the way that our children are going to be experiencing school and dealing with the collective
trauma of the global pandemic. If there is any additional support you require then please get in touch.
We have also linked in the Arts Exchange Project to support
these transitions. The aim is to complete a Level 1 Arts

Award while developing transferable skills and resilience to
allow our children meet the challenge of school. We have
opened this up all our secondary schools pupils and if you
want to know more, then please contact the team for more
details.
Otherwise it is very much business as normal for the East
Kent team. We have been extremely busy in supporting
young people in all sorts of ways and ensuring that they

have everything they need to meet the challenge of Covid
19. The PEP meetings that have been held during this
period have been deeply informative and created positive
plans for many of our young people. The commitment to our
children and indeed all children has shone through from all
our schools. I am sure when this over we will all have
earned a well deserved break!
If there is any feedback you wish to share with us about how we have helped you, then please do so via
email: simon.fosse-collins@kent.gov.uk.
Thank you for everything over the past few months and it will great to meet again in future face to face.
Take care and keep in touch.

NEWS FROM THE SOUTH
Carole Bailey, Assistant Head
Tel: 03000 417216 or Email: carole.bailey@kent.gov.uk
The last few months have been described as a universal pandemic, and it is
certainly true that all our lives have been affected to a greater or lesser extent.
Despite being “closed” many of our schools in South Kent have been working
overtime to ensure all vulnerable young people are best supported during our
strange new normal. We are very grateful to schools for the care and
thoughtfulness that has been displayed in ensuring Kent’s children in care
continue their progression in learning, with a focus on wellbeing at this time. VSK staff have also been
kept busy, ensuring that children in care have the equipment needed to support their learning, and
attending Personal Education Planning meetings to identify ways to further support at this time. We have
delivered Chromebooks, ipads and laptops to children across South Kent and have received much
positive feedback from carers and young people alike regarding how this equipment has enhanced their
learning. Thank you to carers for your willingness to set up the equipment. During this time our paired

reading project has been continuing. We encourage all carers who have used this to continue reading
with young people across the summer to support their return to school.
I should also like to thank a number of our partner organisations who have found creative ways to
continue their support with young people at this time; sometimes working on line and, when possible,
returning to a new face to face environment. Purple Octopus, Dare to Differ and Inner Compass play
therapy have all continued to keep in touch with our young people during school closure, and
Woodpecker Court are prioritising the return of our students to the outdoor activities learning programme
as they gradually re-open with social distancing.
We are aware that a return to school will be challenging and difficult for many children. During this time
VSK has also been furthering our own knowledge and understanding of trauma through on-line learning
with Kate Cairns Associates. Kate is an experienced foster carer, social worker, and internationally
recognised lecturer in the field of trauma and trauma informed practice for those working with children.
We hope that this reflective learning will enable us to better support designated teachers in ensuring
successful reintegration in due course. This is important for all children, but especially those in years 6
and 11 who have missed the normal rites of moving on during the lockdown period. Please do not

hesitate to make contact if there are specific issues of concern where we could offer support.
I am sure I speak for many in being truly humbled at the creative and selfless acts that we have been
made aware of over recent months, and the many that remain unsung. I should therefore like to conclude
this entry with the reflective words of Theodore Roosevelt :
“Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.”

THE SUMMER READING CHALLENGE IS BACK!
Silly Squad, Summer Reading Challenge 2020 starts on Friday 5 June and runs throughout the summer
holidays, finishing at the end of September. It’s aimed at children aged 4 – 11 and is completely free!
With COVID-19 disruption meaning that public libraries are currently closed and many children still being
home schooled, for the first time in Kent, the Summer Reading Challenge is going to be a digital only
activity to keep children reading and support parents / carers with children already at home.
This year’s theme is “Silly Squad” – focussing on funny books, happiness and things that make us laugh.

Children taking part in the challenge join the Silly Squad, an adventurous team of animals who love to
have a laugh and get stuck into many different kinds of funny books. It features bespoke artwork from
award-winning children’s author and illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson (Amelia Fang; Evil Emperor
Penguin; I Don’t Want Curly Hair).
Children’s reading can dip during the long summer holidays if they do not have regular access to books
and encouragement to read for pleasure, and the annual Summer Reading Challenge is intended to
address this. Last year 19,111 Kent children took part, with 11,175 children completing the Challenge significant increases of 12% and 15% respectively on 2018.
Usually children visit their local library to register and collect a wallet, stickers and other rewards as they
progress through the challenge, reading a total of six books. This year’s Challenge is different – it’s a
digital Challenge! It’s free to access, featuring games, quizzes and downloadable activities to incentivise
and encourage children and their families to take part in reading related activities at home. Children can
choose their own reading goals, create book reviews, play games and collect virtual rewards.
Parents and guardians can register their children online at https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

POST16 NEWS
Samantha Perrin & Catherine Thompson,
Post16 Senior Education Support Officers
Catherine - East & South Kent
Tel: 03000 415221 or email: Catherine.thompson@kent.gov.uk

Sam - North & West Kent
Tel: 03000 418388 or email: Samantha.perrin@kent.gov.uk
The post 16 team have been working hard this term supporting our young people with their onward
destinations, whether they are continuing with their education in College or Sixth Form in September, or
taking up Employment or Training. A letter has gone out to all Year 12 and 13 young people detailing the
options available to them, giving details of what to expect on results day and the processes for enrolment;
also how the Post 16 team can support them through their Post 16 journey.
Results Day
A-Level Results day – Thursday 13th August
GCSE Results Day – Thursday 20th August
Staff Update
Gareth Wood has been a Post 16 Support Officer within VSK since April 2019, and will be leaving us at the
end of this term, to begin his teacher training at a West Kent Secondary School. Gareth has been an
integral part of the Post 16 team since he joined and has made some fantastic links within the South Area

and will be greatly missed by the team. Good luck Gareth!
National Citizen Service (NCS)
It is not possible for the NCS programme to go ahead this year, and so in its place NCS are offering a
completely free NCS experience which is available to all young people. Everyone who was previously
signed up to a programme should have been contacted earlier this month (or possibly in May), to have the
offer explained to them and will have been given an option of either remaining involved in this summer’s
experience, or deferring their place to next summer, if they are still age eligible.
The summer 2020 experience includes a huge range of digital workshops, events and opportunities. In
addition, as we move further out of lockdown and things become safer we hope to arrange some
volunteering and social action days for young people to join in with. For further information please contact
Catherine Thompson.

UNACCOMPANIED ASYLUM SEEKING CHILDREN
Stephen Green, VSK Education Support Officer for UASC
Tel: 03000 418616 or email: steve.green@kent.gov.uk

Hello my name is Steve Green. I am a member of the VSK countywide team
and I have a qualification as an ESOL teacher. I am able to give advice about
education matters for all UASC in care to Kent and I am closely involved with
UAS young people from ages 16-18 who are outside statutory education,

i.e. year 12 and 13.
This year has seen a significant increase in the numbers of UASC arriving in Kent, double the 2018
figures over the same period. Earlier this year, the leader of the Council, Roger Gough , wrote to the
Home Secretary, Priti Patel, to request for Government intervention to help KCC cope with this large
increase in numbers.
In response, the Home Office have increased the level of funding per young person per night for all
UASC up to the age of 18 from mid June. We have now been informed that the voluntary National
Transfer Scheme has started to work again over the last few weeks, meaning that some new arrivals
are being dispersed around the country in a more equitable fashion and this will help to ease the
pressure in Kent.
However, the Covid 19 national health emergency has resulted in a reduction by Further Education
Colleges in the provision of face to face courses available from Sept 2020. In addition, open access
ESOL providers all have limited online tuition capacity at present, with no date set for a return to face
to face teaching. This has created a number of challenges for the large numbers of 16-18 year old

UASC arriving this year. In response I have helped create a Home learning resources booklet for
UASC which is available on Kent Cares Town www.kentcarestown.lea.kent.sch.uk. VSK have also
provided hard copy ESOL workbooks to enable our newly arrived 16-18 year old UASC to make a
start in acquiring English language skills and we have provided on-line ESOL tuition for some of our
UAS young people.
UASC of statutory school age placed in foster care will be supported in securing a school place for the
start of the new school year in September by VSK’s area teams. All UASC in years 10 and 11 can

receive ESOL tutoring via a service commissioned by VSK called Apricot Learning as long as there is
internet access. UASC of statutory school age are also able to access study pads via VSK with pre
loaded ESOL learning programmes – please contact your local VSK team for further details about any
of these resources.

SUPPORTING OUR CHILDREN PLACED OUT OF COUNTY
Amanda Ormond, Senior Education Support Officer for Out Of County
Children (OOC)
Tel: 03000 412293 or Email: amanda.ormond@kent.gov.uk
The Out of County Team have certainly been busy since lockdown as our numbers have
increased significantly since September and have done our best to embrace the
challenges we have been presented with as a result of Covid 19. We have made

wellbeing our priority and that’s for both the team and our young people in education provisions outside of
Kent.
The team have been meeting once a week on Microsoft Teams for some light relief and case discussion
and I’d like to think we’ve all appreciated a cuppa and a natter along with some wig wearing, poem
creating, mask customising, meme sharing, pet participation, birthday celebrating, tik toking and husbands
dropping off lunches and drinks at the appropriate times (mostly!) for us all to see on video! Its also been a
time of creation and talent sharing with crochet, embroidery, quilting, couch to 5K, bounce and kalimba
playing! Photos at the end.
Amanda Roback has been busy supporting us to reach out to our out of county schools and carers to
ensure that our young people have been included in the Participation & Engagement Team competitions,
lockdown journals and making sure that all our young people have access to our website and Kent Cares
Town. I’m thrilled to report back that we have had some competition winners and some enquiries about
participation in the Children in Care Councils. We are also receiving nominations daily for the VSK awards
which is fantastic!
Fiona Clarke has ensured that laptops and chrome books have been landing on doorsteps in a timely way

and made numerous visits to the post office to post these out all around the country. This is interspersed
with deliveries to Worrall House so that some can be collected. Thank you, Fee and the Business Support
Team, for making sure our Out of County young people getting these devices quickly.
Karen Wood has joined the Team as our KS4 progression advisor and has been working tenaciously with
our year 11’s to support them through difficult times and the uncertainty lockdown has bought about for
their post 16 pathways. Creative thinking, many phone calls and what we affectionately call “Miss
Marple’ing” in the Out of County Team is very much par for the course! A huge thank you to Karen for
diving in the deep end and embracing the Out of County workstream like you have! We’ve had many
discussions about the steep learning curve and you’re doing a fabulous job!

SUPPORTING OUR CHILDREN PLACED OUT OF COUNTY
Nina has been busy supporting with laptop planning as well as the Apricot online offer and all whilst
adjusting her EWO duties to fit in line with government guidance and being lead for our team on SEN and
no recorded schools. Nina’s wellbeing has been taken care of by teaching herself to crochet and we’re
always keen to see her next creation…….. I’ve asked for a dragon next!
Another thank you goes to Sam Oxberry who has been supporting us through term 6 with peps to ensure
our schools have had representation from our team to access and complete our online documents. We’re
grateful for Sam’s time and dedication to carrying out this task at short notice and it certainly came with its
challenges!! (we think she quite enjoyed it!)
Last, by no means least we need to thank our Designated Teachers in schools right across the country
who have been working relentlessly to maintain some level of engagement with our Kent young people
through difficult times. I truly believe that the positives that have come out of this health crisis have been
evidenced through increased conversations with our schools and social workers of those young people
that we, as a team, have not

been able to meet face to face. We have had some productive and

interesting conversations directly with our young people who we will continue to support and encourage to
reach their full potential even when they are placed many miles away from Kent.
Who knows what the new normal will look like but wishing all our schools, carers and young people a
restful summer break.

PREVIOUSLY LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN
Emma Wills, Senior Education Support Officer for Previously
Looked After Children (PLAC)
Tel: 03000 422156 or Email: emma.wills@kent.gov.uk

Hello from the Previously Looked After Children Team!
Can I first start, by thanking you all for your hard work and support you are giving
all children at this time. As a team, we cover the whole of the county and it is

enlightening to hear of the amazing support you are putting in, especially for
Previously Looked After Children at this time. From the smallest of village primary
schools to the largest of secondary schools, the creativity and support that has been put into place is just
amazing!
Support for Previously Looked After Children
Please can I ask you all to remember this vulnerable cohort of children, particularly during this time. They
will have all suffered differing levels of Trauma and Adverse Childhood Experiences at some stage in their

lives and may well be suffering more than others during this time. They do not necessarily have the luxury
of Social Worker support or indeed VSK involvement (unless they have contacted us), so please do make
sure you have spoken with those families and let them know that VSK can support with home learning and
transitioning back into school if necessary.

There are leaflets available on our website https://

www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/plac/ which we urge you to pass on to families who have children who
have left care under a Special Guardianship (SGO) , Child Arrangement Order (CAO) or Adoption Order.
Please encourage them to contact us on our generic email address VSKPLAC@kent.gov.uk.
In April, The Department of Education announced additional funding for Previously Looked After Children
to fund therapeutic support for children and their families during this pandemic.
The Local Authority will use their allocation of this funding to provide a range of support options and we are
in the process of confirming how families can access these. If you know of any families (particularly SGO
Guardians) who may benefit from extra support during this time, please do contact us. We will be able to
provide additional information for those families within the coming days.
Previously Looked After Children returning to school

Please can I remind you that for any Previously Looked After Child (those who have previously been in the
care of a Local Authority and now have an Adoption, Special Guardianship or Child Arrangement Order)
whose parents/guardians request that they return to school, the request must be considered within your
vulnerable category, as defined by the latest government guidance documents. Please contact us for
further information and advice around this.

PREVIOUSLY LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN
Free Training
VSK have invested in a range of training opportunities for schools who have Previously Looked After
Children on roll with them. We are able to offer this free of charge to you, so please do get in touch if you
are interested in the following:
Community Resilience training
VSK and KCA have put together this initiative to support schools with Previously Looked After Children

(and Looked After Children) in order for school staff to have a better understanding of these children’s
needs and the impact that Covid-19 has had on them and the adults in their network on whom they rely for
co-regulation as the bedrock to learning and healthy development. By increasing schools’ knowledge
around trauma in response to the pandemic, staff will be able to support children and each other transition
back into school and back into a trauma informed community where resilience can develop again.
This blended learning programme consists three blended courses comprising of a webinar with follow-up
access to e-learning and resources which can be used for up to 10 certified CPD hours if required.

The

programme is based on the KCA’s learning pathway for building community resilience (synopses for the
three e-learning that underpin this learning pathway is attached). The first webinar and the blended course
it provides access to, is the first block of the pathway and is vital learning for the whole school team. It is
not a requisite that everyone attends every course through the programme but it is advised that as many
people as possible register for course 1 and that those who later participate in course 2 and 3 have
attended course 1.
KCA is delivering the first course twice this term - with the live webinars taking place on the Wednesday 8 th
July from 3.30pm – 5.30pm and Thursday 16th July from 3.30pm to 5.30pm. Ideally people would access
the live webinar at those times, but for those who are unable to, there is a facility to watch the videoed
webinar at a more convenient time as long as you have registered in advance. The webinars are delivered
by KCA via Zoom.

KCA have run the necessary risk assessments and have the license and data

protection to use Zoom.
Course 1: Covid 19: Restoration, recovery and resilience on schools in Kent
Toxic levels of stress can injure our brains, changing the way we think, feel and behave until we have
recovered from the injuries. This can happen to anyone, and at times of significant social adversity such as
pandemic or climate change it will happen to many. This webinar, and the e-learning which accompanies
it, enables school staff to reflect on the implications of trauma-informed practice under such conditions and
prepare for the return of more children to school, and in particular the heightened needs of previously
looked after children.

PREVIOUSLY LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN
It will shine a light on participants own vulnerability and resilience, helping them find ways to work together
to strengthen school communities by supporting the development of trauma informed practice
This first course includes the 90 minute webinar (which can be attended live, or accessed retrospectively
via a recording). Having attended or watched the webinar, every participant will then have access to a
range of web-based learning resources.
The e-learning course: Community Resilience and Toxic Stress: working with trauma across the

life-span
•

Understand the impact of unregulated stress on brain function

•

Identify key areas of human development that may be affected by toxic stress

•

Summarise the key difficulties that may affect traumatised people

•

Explain the phases of recovery from toxic stress and trauma

•

Identify key principles in promoting recovery from trauma

•

Understand promoting recovery for traumatised people

•

Toxic stress and community resilience

•

Reflect on how to encourage and support people with their recovery from toxic stress

•

Describe how community support helps people with their recovery from trauma

•

Explain the importance of being able to act as an advocate on behalf of traumatised people to
ensure their needs are met in relation to recovery from trauma

Please ask staff to register for the first Webinar (8th or 16th July) by using following this link:

https://

connected.kca.training/register.cfm?form=vsk-plac-cv19rrr-webinar

If you have any further questions regarding this, please do let me know. We have had a very positive
response from schools so far, with many of them taking up the offer of whole school attendance to the
webinars. Please register your interest as soon as possible in order to secure a place on these courses.
Other Online training available
We also able to offer AC Education online training to staff members and anyone working with PLAC. AC
Education offer a wide range of short courses, covering a range of subjects aimed at supporting vulnerable
pupils with a range of additional needs. All courses are free of charge via VSK. Please contact Abby

Higgins for more information abby.higgins@kent.gov.uk
May I wish you a very relaxing and well-deserved summer break and please remember we are here to
help. Take care.
The PLAC Team (VSKPLAC@kent.gov.uk)

PARTICIPATION TEAM UPDATE
During this time of uncertainty, The Participation Team are continuing to support and encourage our
Children in Care, Care Leavers and Adopted Young People to share their views and help shape the
services they receive, as well as providing 1:1 and group support to our young people who are finding
this time particularly difficult.
The team have had to think creatively and find new ways to keep in contact with young people and have
been doing this both individually with young people and facilitating multiple group sessions and

meetings virtually via Microsoft Teams.
Virtual OCYPC and Super Council
Virtual Young Adult Council (YAC) meetings, Children in Care Council meetings (OCYPC and Super
Council) and meetings with Adopted Young People (The Adoptables) are taking place every 2 weeks on
Tuesdays and Thursdays and will do so throughout Term 6 and over the summer holidays. We are still
welcoming new members to sign up to the councils.

Virtual Social Group
In addition to this, the Participation Team are also now offering a series of virtual social groups for our
Young People. These are fun and informal sessions with the Participation Team’s Support Officers and
Apprentices. These groups are a great opportunity to socialise and have fun. They are for different age
groups and incorporate quizzes, arts and crafts, fun challenges, younger children can read stories
together and much more.
For more information of all virtual meetings, please contact: VSK_Particpation@kent.gov.uk
Recruitment and Selection Interview Panels and skills to Foster Panels are continuing virtually with
young people still being provided opportunities to be involved, along with focus groups and forums to
ensure that we are still providing opportunities to young people to get involved and have a say about
services that affect them.
We are especially keen to hear from young people about how they are feeling and if there has been any
positives for them during this time that we can take forward as we move into a the recovery phase of
this pandemic.

Our Kent Cares Town website has been updated to include additional resources
that young people, carers and parents can access to support home learning and
other fun resources to keep young people occupied.
The Team are producing regular Top Tips and Boredom Busters bulletins packed
full of lots of ways for children and young people to stay positive, be creative and
get active!
There is also a section of E-Life Hacks for young adults who are moving to or

living independently.
The website is also hosting short surveys that we would like to ask for your
support in encouraging our young people to complete. This will help us really
understand how our young people are feeling at this time.
Click here to access the latest survey: Your Views About Lockdown
Young People (and teachers, carers and parents!), who are old enough and have an Instagram
Account, can also follow the Participation Team’s Instagram page (participation_team) where we
are posting fun updates and videos daily with things to do, messages to think about (like staying
safe) or activities take part in.

Regular competitions have been very popular – we were inundated with entries with some amazing
artwork, baking, creative writing and photography sent into us.
Click the link to see a show reel of Easter competition entries: https://vimeo.com/407995977/
b55e3db900

Here are a few of our favourite entries from the Baking and Nature Photography Competitions:

A poem from a young person:
The world was so fast, Now it’s so slow,
How we wish to be out in the suns warm glow

For now we stay in, To protect our NHS,
Instead of browsing our local BHS

Wash your hands and sing Happy Birthday, Facetime loved ones,
Play games at home, And finish that overdue essay
For now we stay In, To protect our vulnerable and old,
We must be bold, And do what we’ve been told

Do a spring clean, With a big wide beam,
Go for a walk a day, Just to let some stress melt away

For now we stay in, This won’t last forever,
This is to protect the world, We’re all in this together!

During the current situation, your young people may no longer be able
to see their Social Worker, Fostering Social Worker or Independent
Reviewing Officer like before—just when they may need to the most. To help them continue to share
their thoughts and feelings with their workers when meeting face to face has become difficult or
impossible, young people over the age of 8 can download the Mind of My Own One app or go online

at https://one.mindofmyown.org.uk/ to sign up for a Young Person’s Account.
Once signed up, young people can choose from a range of topics and answer questions that require
them to think about what’s going well in their lives as well as what they would like to change before
sending their views to a worker of their choice. The topics include:

The questions help them structure and organise their thoughts so workers can get a real insight into
how they are feeling. Young People can use the app 24/7 on any internet enabled device safe in the
knowledge their workers will receive their views the next working day.
There are also several accessibility features, including translation, text to speech tools and the ability
to change the font and background colour which can be accessed when using a website browser.
You can watch a short video made by Mind of My Own about how to sign up for a Young Person’s
Account at https://vimeo.com/400294861
If you have any questions or want further information, please contact Louise.Codman@kent.gov.uk
Returning to School
If you haven’t seen it yet – take a look at our latest video to
help prepare young people to return to school: https://
vimeo.com/423947586/df8c7f7e3e

Although we having to temporarily pause face to face participation activities, we still want to hear
from young people and make sure their voices continue to influence the care they and others
receive.
The Participation Team are counting the days until we can see all our young people in person
again!
In the meanwhile, we will keep smiling and carry on working from home, doing apprenticeship work,
home schooling our own children and having as much fun as we can on our calls on Microsoft

Teams!

To book onto events or for more information, please contact us at::
vsk_participation@kent.gov.uk
Keep up to date with all the latest Participation Team news at:
https://kentcarestown.lea.kent.sch.uk/

Follow us on Twitter @VirtSchl_Kent

Follow us on Instagram @Participation_Team
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