
 

 

VSK NEWS 

Welcome 
 

With Christmas fast approaching, it is a good time to reflect back on what has been achieved so far this 

year. It has been difficult to evidence the amount of academic progress made this year in Key Stage 1 

and 2 as the DfE has completely changed the assessment methodology, however we have seen some 

fantastic individual performances including a record high number passing the Kent Test. In Key Stage 4 

although another assessment change the DfE still published the 5A*-C including English and 

Mathematics indicator which showed our students improved by 3% and narrow the gap with all leaners 

by 2%. 

Since the start of this academic year I have no doubt there has been a turnaround of our fantastic 

Designated Teachers for CiC, so I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and ask that you 

review these newsletters as an opportunity to find good practice and highlight important training 

opportunities around the county, such as the Designated Teacher Update Training and the Attachment 

Training that the Virtual School provides.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome our new addition Rebecca Dutton (Assistant Head 

Dover, Deal, Folkestone and Sandwich) who joins us with a wealth of relevant experience and I am sure 

she will make a fantastic impact in South Kent. 

As ever out Participation and Engagement Team including our 

fabulous apprentices have been working at breakneck speed 

around the county and have hosted two fantastic awards days 

since September as well as a host of activity days. 

Please take the time to look at what is happening across the virtual 

school and feel free to contact us and let us know how you think 

we are doing and what other support you feel would be beneficial.  

Tony Doran  

Headteacher,  Virtual School Kent   
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ePEP NEWS 
Training 

The ePEP team would like to extend their thanks to those of you who have attended our training 

sessions recently. We feel privileged to have been able to get out into the localities to offer support and 

to have been able to meet so many of you.  

If you have not yet attended a training session but would like to, please check CPD online for future 

dates or contact your locality administrators. 

Please also continue to consult the ‘Noticeboard’ which can be accessed through the link on the left 

hand side of the ePEP menu for up to date guidance, resources and links. 

 

Attainment 

As most of you are now aware, at the end of last term we changed the way we collect the progress and 

attainment information for our CiC so that the data is now collected at the end of terms 2, 4 and 6 

through the ePEP -  so please check that your end of term 6 data has been entered.  

With this in mind, and in response to the feedback we have received from schools, it has become 

necessary to update our attainment section. In the old system you had to enter the subject information 

for each attainment drop (i.e. English Term one, English Term Two etc) which made the process very 

time consuming. In the new attainment section it is only necessary to enter the subject information once 

and then update with termly data on a rolling basis.  

 

The process itself very much remains business as usual with information being entered through the ‘Add 

an Entry’ button on the top right hand corner.   

 

This then opens an action screen through which the data can be added.  



 

 

On the old system all areas were mandatory and as such all of the data had to be entered at once, 

however  you will see on the new system that it allows termly data to be added at set intervals for 

example Baseline and Term 1 to be followed by Term 2 and 3.  

 

The information we are capturing is very much the same as it was through our old system - RAG ratings 

and progress and attainment descriptors remain the same. We are however now collecting baseline 

levels which should reflect where the young person was at the end of the previous academic year.  

We also have fields for expected levels at the end of the academic year as well as phase / key stage. 

This allows us to see where our young people have come from and where we are expecting them to 

work toward.  

After our first attainment drop you may need to enter further information by clicking the ‘Edit’ button to 

reopen the actions box. Please remember that attainment information can be entered independently of 

the PEP meeting date simply entering the section through the ‘Current Formal PEP’ on the young person 

overview screen and updating any data as necessary.  

Detailed guidance on how to fill this section out can be found on the ‘Noticeboard’ or on the ePEP 

section of our website:  http://www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/vsk-resources/personal-education-plan-

epep.   

If you have any queries about this or any other aspect of ePEP please do not hesitate to contact the 

ePEP Team directly. 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE SOUTH 

Rebecca Dutton, Assistant Head South Kent (Dover, Deal, Folkestone & Sandwich)   

Tel: 03000 417381 or Email: Rebecca.dutton@kent.gov.uk 

For those of you I haven’t meet personally yet, I’d like to take this opportunity 

to introduce myself as the Assistant Head for Dover, Folkestone, Deal and 

Sandwich. Term 1 has been both exciting and challenging, embracing my new 

position, and I’d to thank all of you that I have worked with so far for welcoming 

me and demonstrating your commitment and support to our CIC young people.  

This has been a significant transition for me from my previous role, working as 

a classroom teacher and senior leader for twenty years in secondary education.  This has been a 

transition and change which I was in control of and extremely excited about, yet still I have found 

challenging; I think it is always crucial to be mindful of how challenging transitions can be for our CIC 

young people, who often feel powerless and out of control regarding changes in their lives. The start of a 

new academic year is of course defined by transitions for all young people: new schools, new key stages, 

year groups, class teachers, TAs, new physical environments. For our CIC young people, who have 

experienced significant early life trauma and disrupted attachments, these transitions are particularly 

acute. Understanding trauma and the impact it can have on our children and their behaviours and 

attachments can be sometimes challenging for schools. VSK do offer free training to support 

professionals working in schools to understand the impact of trauma and attachment on our young 

people. Please email me directly if you would like more information regarding this training. 

It was great to meet so many of you at our New Designated Teacher training sessions, kindly hosted by 

Folkestone Academy. Please don’t hesitate to email me directly if you were not able to attend or need any 

further support with any aspects of this role. I  look forward to working with you over the course of this 

academic year, to ensure we can provide the very best educational outcomes for our most vulnerable 

young people. 

 

South Kent Training Dates 2016/2017 

Designated Teacher Update Training 

 30th November 2016 at Towers School, Ashford. CPD ref SCH 16/1440 

 21st June 2017 at Thistley Hill, Dover. CPD ref SCH 17/415 

Multi Agency Day 

 23rd March 2017 at Aylesham Business Hub, Canterbury. CPD ref SCH 17/416 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE SOUTH 

Jen Kemp, Assistant Head South Kent (Ashford, Hythe & The Marsh)   

Tel: 03000 415685 or Email: Jennifer.kemp@kent.gov.uk 

As the nights draw in and we (begrudgingly!) start to think about planning for Christmas 

festivities, thoughts of last term’s exam efforts couldn’t seem further from our minds.  

However, I would like to take a moment  to congratulate all our students in Ashford and 

The Marsh who achieved GCSEs this summer and who sat end of KS2 SATs marking the 

beginning of being ‘secondary ready’ in September!  So often, and importantly, our work in 

VSK is focused on supporting young people to achieve and meet their academic potential 

however, it is also my pleasure to be able to support them to participate in exciting 

opportunities, obtain vital life skills and push their limits of self-confidence and beliefs.  

Last summer term saw many of our Year 6 pupils embark on PGL and residential trips with their schools. Here is 

what one boy had to say about his experience: 

 

“I left school on Monday 20th June. We travelled by coach to Windmill Hill Surrey where we would stay until 

Wednesday 22nd June. When we arrived we unpacked then went off to the first activity. This was the abseiling wall. 

It was very high and I felt a little scared and nervous because I have a fear of heights. I was given a helmet and 

harness to put on. I then climbed up some steps to get to the top. When I got there I just went for it. I felt proud and 

confident that I had completed it. Then I did the giant swing. This wasn’t scary because I still felt brave from the 

abseiling wall. On the morning of the next day I tried canoeing with another boy. This was really hard because we 

had to make the canoe turn and move it forwards. We had to wear life jackets and a helmet because the water was 

shallow and if we capsized we could have hit our head. Luckily we didn’t capsize. Later that day I had a go on the 

zip wire. This was really fun and I didn’t even hold on! On the last night we haf a campfire where we sang songs. I 

really enjoyed my time at PGL and would love to go again.” 

 

Sending pupils on outward bound residential courses can form part of a wider strategy for narrowing the 

achievement gap and evidence in recent Ofsted reports from a number of schools suggests they view learning 

outside the classroom as a successful tool for narrowing the achievement gap, which supports the purpose of the 

Pupil Premium fund. In the report ‘Outdoor Education – Aspects of Good Practice’, published in September 2004, 

Ofsted identified amongst their main findings that: ‘Outdoor activities both at school and on residential courses 

enable pupils to enjoy challenging and unfamiliar experiences that test and develop their physical, social and 

personal skills.’  David Bell, Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Schools, said: ‘To achieve further improvements in 

provision for outdoor education schools and centers should…ensure the benefits of outdoor education can be 

experienced by all students.’  

 

Residential trips can be among the most memorable experiences for pupils of their school-days and although for 

some CiC we may need to exercise some additional thought and planning, the report shows that we must work 

harder to ensure pupils in all schools do not miss out on the opportunities they provide to develop their social and 

emotional wellbeing, as well as help to promote the skills needed for further academic achievement. 

mailto:Jennifer.Kemp@kent.gov.uk


 

 

NEWS FROM THE EAST 

Gina Turner, Assistant Head Canterbury  

Tel: 03000 419420 or Email: gina.turner@kent.gov.uk 

A new academic year is upon us and it is time to take the opportunity to reflect 

on our successes and achievements. A huge well done to those students who 

worked so hard to gain GCSEs in the summer – good luck to all of you in your 

next step and future endeavours! 

A big thank you to my esteemed colleague, Karen Wood, who worked tirelessly 

with Year 11 students across Canterbury and Swale, supporting them with their 

onward destinations and aspirations. In fact she worked so hard that we have seen a significant drop in 

numbers of students not in education, employment or training post 16. Many thanks for your hard work 

and commitment to our young people Karen! 

This year I am looking forward to working with a number of new designated teachers. Don’t forget that 

there is specific training for professionals new to this role: this is being held on the 28
th
 November at 

Brook House, Whitstable. In addition to this, we are also holding DT Updates on 8
th
 December and 15

th
 

May and Attachment Training on 16
th
 November and 28

th
 April at Brook House. Newly Designated 

Teacher training and Designated Teacher updates can all be accessed via CPD online. To book at place 

at the Attachment Training please contact Amanda Roback (amanda.roback@kent.gov.uk).  

All VSK training is free of charge! In addition to this, if schools would like attachment training for whole 

staff training, I am happy to come into school by appointment, so please contact me – 

gina.turner@kent.gov.uk 

The Canterbury City and Rural schools now have their project up and running, providing much needed 

support to our most vulnerable learners. Many thanks again to St Anselm’s School for organising this! 

We are happy to be running the Letterbox and Storytime schemes again this 

year. The feedback we have received from these has been overwhelmingly 

positive, and children are enjoying having their own mail every month! The 

packages contain amazing stories and activities for children of varying ages.  

 

Finally, to all the children and young people across Canterbury – I hope you have a successful and 

enjoyable year, and if you need us, let us know! 

 

mailto:Ben.Taylor2@kent.gov.uk
mailto:amanda.roback@kent.gov.uk
mailto:gina.turner@kent.gov.uk


 

 

NEWS FROM THE EAST 

Attachment Training (Swale) 

It was great to meet some of the new DTs working in Swale at the recent New DT Training. Hopefully you 

all found it useful and it has given you the confidence to take on the challenges of the post you now hold. 

To support you further VSK are offering a range of training for the Swale area: 

On the 24
th
 November we will be delivering our Introduction to Attachment Training at the Orchards Mash 

in Sittingbourne. The session starts at 3:30 and will last for 90 minutes. During this time we will look at the 

challenges that children with attachment issues can present with, and how you can best support these 

young people. This course is free to all school based staff. To book please contact Lynne Waters: 

lynne.waters@kent.gov.uk  

If you are not able to attend on the 24
th
, then Gina or Simon are more than willing to deliver this session as 

a twilight session in school or as part of an inset day. If you wish to know more about this course please 

talk to either of us during our Tracking and Monitoring Visit.  

ePEP  

As the year goes on many of you who access ePEP will notice a few tweaks on the system. The biggest 

change that you will see is the inclusion of the VSK Quality Assurance. While VSK have always reviewed 

every PEP you complete, we are now going to share our QA reports with you through the system.  This will 

allow us all to reflect positively on the quality of the PEP and work collaboratively to ensure that every child 

has a good record of their time in school.  

There is also a new carer’s section on the PEP. It is not a requirement for the carer to complete this 

section, but it does allow them to record their thoughts and feelings around the child and their time in 

school. If carers are interested in using ePEP, then please contact the office for login details.  

PP+ 

As many of you are aware, schools are now receiving a portion of the PP+ funding directly into their budget 

via VSK. For each Kent CIC you will receive £300 at 3 points in the year. The first payment was made in 

June and the second payment will be made in November 2016. There will be a third payment made in 

February 2017. These payments will be made through the School Advances System so please talk to your 

bursar to ensure you have received this funding, and more importantly, that you are spending it 

appropriately to support your Kent CIC.  

If you have any further questions or need any additional support with your Kent CIC then please feel free 

to contact Gina or Simon.  

mailto:lynne.waters@kent.gov.uk


 

 

NEWS FROM THE EAST 

Simon Fosse-Collins, Assistant Head Thanet 

Tel: 03000 418601 or Email: simon.fosse-collins@kent.gov.uk 

We hope that the first term back has been a good term for you and the children 

in your school. I know from talking too many of you that  it has been a very busy 

term. I am looking forward to meeting with you during Term 2 and hearing about 

the wonderful things that our children are achieving.  

This year VSK will be rolling out Attachment Training at Greenbanks 

Assessment Centre in Margate as twilight sessions. These sessions will be open to all staff in school. 

There are two sessions booked for this academic year, 22
nd

 November 2016 or 6th March 2017. Both 

sessions will start at 3:30 and all attendees will receive a certificate. More importantly, this training is 

free.  In the session you will learn about attachment styles, behaviours that children present with and 

techniques practitioners can use to support children who have challenges around forming positive 

attachments. Please contact Laura James to book a place on either of these courses: 

laura.james@kent.gov.uk 

If you are not able to attend these sessions, but would still like to access the training, then VSK are 

always willing to deliver this training free as part of an inset day or as a twilight session. Please feel free 

to discuss this with me during your forth coming Tracking Visits.  

This year the East Kent Multi Agency Day will be on the 7
th
 March 2017 at Canterbury Academy. This is 

always a very interesting day and covers a wide range of topics that relate to our CIC and many other 

children in your schools. It is also a great chance to network with Designated Teachers across Thanet, 

Swale and Canterbury. Places on this course are free and can be booked through CPD online using ref 

SCH 17/425  

The first Designated Teacher’s Update at Greenbanks is booked for 12
th
 of December. This will be an 

excellent chance to focus on the needs of our CIC in Thanet and look at the developments that VSK are 

working on to support these young people. Again, places on this update are free and can be booked 

through CPD online using ref SCH 16/1381. 

If you are not able to attend any of the updates and have some questions then we can always discuss 

these during our Tracking Visits booked in for November or please ask myself or one of the team.  

mailto:Ben.Taylor2@kent.gov.uk
mailto:laura.james@kent.gov.uk


 

 

NEWS FROM THE EAST 

VSK in East Kent recently partnered with the Marlowe Theatre and Wise Words to produce a stunning, 

evocative and profoundly moving installation centring on the remarkable resilience of young people who 

have experienced living in care. The project’s Artistic Director was none other than former Olympic poet, 

renowned writer and former child in care, Lemn Sissay. The project was funded by Arts Council England 

and The Marlowe Development Trust. 

Young people attended four workshops over the summer break and worked with poet Joelle Taylor and 

Shadow Poets Patrick Connelly and Alex Vellis to create poems, raps and rhymes on the theme of resili-

ence drawing on their lives in the care system.  

These works were then taken and used to inspire the inspiring installation that opened to the public on 8
th
 

October as part of the Marlowe Theatre’s Gala Weekend. Participants were invited to attend a preview of 

their work on Friday 7
th
 October. 

 

Chloe Mutton, VSK Participation Apprentice and care leaver, said: “The young people enjoyed it and had 

a lot of fun. Well done Warriors!” 

 

A short film about the installation can be viewed here:  https://youtu.be/7eUXqKMyTLg 

 

Credits: Marlowe Theatre, Wise Words and Tim Stubbings (photography).  

https://kccwebmail.kent.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=e_fuSYhfFOWA7aOkaD0qFCgi7-2j4TK5GrFSIumBWBitrPTGlPnTCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fyoutu.be%2f7eUXqKMyTLg


 

 

 NEWS FROM THE NORTH 

Jo Kelly, Assistant Head North Kent  

Tel: 03000 412777 or Email: Joanne.Kelly@kent.gov.uk 

I hope that the new academic year has started well for you all and its been good to 

meet some of the new Designated Teachers who are starting to work with us in NK.  

Here are some of the things we are up to, with your help.  

THE VSK NK AND WK PAIRED READING PROJECT                                                                                         

This is a fabulous opportunity to support our children to not only improve their 

reading ages – but also to enhance the relationship with their Foster Carers. We 

are going to be launching this project through term 2 and 3 and we will be in touch 

if one of your children will benefit. It is aimed at children from YRS 2 to 6 with a 

reading age 2 years below their chronological age - and the programme takes 

place over 16 weeks with support from an Educational Psychologist. 

The VSK team will be running the project and we are busy planning the Launch 

event, as well as the Celebration event for the summer. Hopefully we will see really good gains through 

the measures of the Relationship scale and the Reading assessment. 

 

WORKING WITH EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY 

Last year brought a new way of joined up working with the KEPS team and Rachel O’Connor now works 

closely with us  - to not just do assessments/advice but also projects with our young people and schools. 

Rachel worked with New Ash Green Primary and a YR6 using some specific growth mind set work which 

had great results on his attitude to writing - and whereas it was his weaker area he ended up achieving 

the expected level. 

Some BEAT (Beating Exam Anxiety Techniques) project work went on at Orchards Academy and 

Longfield Academy, both with good impact. Rachel is hoping to start a similar piece of work at Knole 

Academy soon… 

This year Rachel is also going to be piloting a Reflective Listening Group for DTs/DT supports – so we 

may be in touch .  

Contact joanne.kelly@kent.gov.uk if you would like to discuss further.  

mailto:Joanne.Kelly@kent.gov.uk
mailto:joanne.kelly@kent.gov.uk


 

 

NEWS FROM THE NORTH 
 

RESULTS!  

Our children in NK did brilliantly and we are so proud of them… as you can see they nearly scored as well 

as All Learners nationally in Reading and GPS! End of KS2 achievements : 

 

 

 

 

*in qualifying RAP cohort - data being verified  

End of KS4 achievements : 

25%* of our young people in the NK YR11 RAP cohort achieved 5 A*-C including English and Maths! 

Our congratulations to them and everyone supporting them on NK’s best ever results. This was despite 

42% having an EHCP & being in specialist provision – indeed one student with an EHCP  for SLCN in a 

specialist unit achieved 8 A*-Gs including English at C which was a wonderful achievement. 

*Data being verified 

LAC SOLIHULL PROJECT  

VSK NK worked with CIC CAMHS to deliver the LAC Solihull Training to the CIC CAMHS practitioners 

across the county. The LAC Solihull Model builds on the principles of Containment, Reciprocity and 

Behaviour/Relationship management and extends them into the world of Children in Care so that 

professionals supporting them can have a shared language and understand more complex concepts of 

things such as projection and transference for example. Next steps in this project are coming in 2017. 

And last but not least, look out for: 

 Attachment Toolkit Training at the SMILE Centre in November. This is an extension to the 

Attachment training we usually deliver to schools (and is still available). We are working with CIC 

CAMHS to deliver this. To book on Attachment Toolkit training please contact the Smile Centre 01474 

536924. 

 NK PP+ Provision Map – see what you can access at a glance. All the things we have ready to offer 

your school/carer/young person. Email Joanne.Kelly@kent.gov.uk for a copy. 

Subject NK CIC % achieving Ex-
pected level * 

National all learners % achieving 
Expected level 

Gap % 

Reading 62 66 4 

Writing 46 74 28 

GPS 69 72 3 

Maths 46 70 24 

Combined 31 53 22 

mailto:Joanne.Kelly@kent.gov.uk


 

 

NEWS FROM THE WEST 

Joanne Hayes, Assistant Head West Kent (Maidstone & Malling) 

Tel: 03000 415679 or Email: Joanne.Hayes1@kent.gov.uk 

Over in the West we have been overjoyed to be able to celebrate the successes of our 

students in many different ways. From our students who have started university courses 

to our tiny ones who have successfully made the transition into school, despite having 

had experiences in their early years that were far from ideal.  

A number of our students have discovered talents that they were unaware that they have 

had and our foster carers have worked hard to help the children to build upon these skills 

and to aspire to more. The skills and confidence that they have gained out of school has transferred into 

school and has led to improved progress in all areas of the curriculum.  

Of course we have also had students who have sat external examinations and worked very hard to gain the 

qualifications that they need to unlock the door to the next stage of their education. This is the culmination of 

many years of education, which for some children has included several schools and transitions. Each move 

has an impact on children’s progress so they have had to work extra hard for every exam that they have 

achieved. Our students who have just started Secondary School have also been the first group to sit the new 

style SATs – hours of work and practice.  

Simple things from making sure the “Well Done” stickers are noticed and congratulated, and putting the 

“Teacher’s Superstar!” certificates on the fridge to the formal recognition of Award Ceremonies for students in 

their final years at school all go towards ensuring that our children feel valued. They know that their 

achievements matter not just to them, and their future, but to the people who care for and about them and who 

want to see them achieve and reach their aspirations.  

We will continue to support the children and the adults who work with them through a number of targeted 

projects, looking at meta-cognition, paired reading and improving the understanding of the impact of 

attachment in schools.  This is on top of the regular support from our team, which has an improved capacity 

for supporting interventions to improve educational outcomes since establishing West Kent and Medway as a 

single locality.   

Our students should be very proud of themselves. We hope to see them all do well 

again this year – reaching those aspirational targets with the committed and caring 

support from the adults who support and care for them. 

Margaret Hamlyn, Assistant Head West Kent, SENCO & 

OOC (Tonbridge & Tunbridge Wells)  

Tel: 03000 412777 or Email: Margaret.hamlyn@kent.gov.uk  

mailto:Jennifer.Kemp@kent.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

Steve Green, UASC Education Support Officer   

Tel: 03000 418616 or Email: steve.green@kent.gov.uk 

VSK harnessed the enthusiasm and excitement surrounding Team GB’s cycling 

medal winning success at the Rio Olympics to host their own cycling skills day at 

the Shed Youth Project in Folkestone. The blustery and cloudy weather could not 

deter the eager cycling participants from a fun packed day and instructive 

coaching sessions.  

The course was subsidised by Bikeability and run in conjunction with Peter 

Wedlake, the KCC cycling training manager, and attracted eight 

participants. The aim of the course was to produce confident, competent 

and happy cyclists who can benefit from the freedom and independence 

that cycling can bring. There were three qualified cycling instructors on hand 

to take students through their paces following the National Standards for 

cycle training, at the students own pace and ability levels. The course lasted 

from 9.30am to 4.00pm, and 7 of the 8 students were able to obtain the 

Bikeability level 2 award in cycling proficiency. The students were able to 

demonstrate basic bike maintenance, off and on road cycling, and road 

safety awareness amongst other skills. 

 

 

KCC Social Services unaccompanied asylum seeking team provided 

two interpreters for the afternoon session, to aid students with English 

as an additional language.  

If you have been inspired by watching the cycling at the Rio Olympics, 

or already cycle for pleasure, or to school, this type of course could be 

for you! With cycling awards covering levels 1, 2, and 3 there really is 

something for everyone.  

If you are interested in attending a similar course please contact Steve 

Green, on 07786 191274. You will need your own bike, helmet and 

suitable clothing for cycling. 

BIKEABILITY CYCLING SUCCESS  



 

 

VSK AWARDS CEREMONY 

In September 2016 Virtual School Kent held their annual Awards Ceremony celebrating the 

achievements of Kent Children in Care aged 5 to 16 years. Nominations were received earlier this year 

from Social Workers, Designated Teachers and Foster Carers with the standard being the highest we 

have seen to date. 

The day started with the Awards Ceremony for our KS1 and KS2 students which was led by Tony 

Doran, Headteacher of Virtual School Kent. This was followed by a BBQ lunch and entertainment for the 

children to enjoy which included a Rodeo Bull, Wrecking Ball, Climbing Wall, Bouncy Slide, Archery, 

Circus Skills and the fire engine and crew from Red Watch at Canterbury Fire Station. 

The raffle was drawn at 1.30pm with many prizes kindly donated by local attractions in Kent and all 

proceeds going towards future participation events for children in care and young care leavers. 

We ended the day with an Awards Ceremony for our KS3 and KS4 students. Our guest speakers at both 

ceremonies were Andrew Ireland, Corporate Director of Social Care, Health and Wellbeing and Sophia 

Dunstan, VSK Senior Participation Worker who spoke about the Children in Care Councils and some of 

the fun events that took place during the summer break. 

The following awards were presented: 

 154 young people received Bronze awards of Medals, Stationary Sets and  vouchers. 

 21 young people received Silver awards of Medals and Kindles. 

 3 young people received Gold awards of Medals and iPads. 

 15 young people received ‘Star of 2016’ awards for their involvement with the Super Council and Our 

Children and Young People’s Council. 



 

 

PARTICIPATION AND ENGAGEMENT UPDATE 

The Participation Team have been busy with the ever growing Children in 

Care Councils and organising activity days for Kent CiC. These days 

provide a great opportunity to meet other young people with similar 

experiences and help shape the services they receive.  

The biggest event this summer was the Countywide Children in Care Council which saw all three 

council groups come together to celebrate their hard work and contribution to many decisions that 

affect all CiC across Kent. The day involved group activities aimed at remembering what the role and 

purpose of the CiC Councils is, as well as having lots of fun. It was also a great opportunity for young 

people to meet their Corporate Parents who joined the day, working as a team with them to complete 

an inflatable obstacle course. 

During the summer the VSK Apprentices also ran an Art Competition across the county where the 

theme was ‘Kent – The Garden of England’. In total we received 37 entries. Winners were picked from 

each age group by a panel of judges. The young people’s works of art are now ready to adorn the 

office walls at County Hall. All entrants received a certificate and art pack, with the winners also 

receiving gift vouchers. 

Over the October half term we held two participation days and the Super Council and OCYPC met to 

discuss how they would describe the council groups to perspective members. They also spoke about 

what they would like to be included on the Kent Cares Town website.   

The Autumn editions of the CiC Newsletters are now available and can be found at  http://

kentcarestown.lea.kent.sch.uk/our-news. There is a junior newsletter aimed at primary school aged 

children and one for secondary school age.  The newsletters contain information about the Children in 

Care Councils, recent events and activities, so please make sure your children and young people have 

received a copy.  

Christmas is nearly here which means the VSK Christmas Card Competition is running until 1st 

December. The winning designs will be used as e-Christmas cards by Kent County Council Senior 

Management. For further details please visit http://www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/news/03-11-2016

-christmas-card-competition-for-kent-children-in-care 

 

For more information about the activity days or if you know any young people who would be interested 

in joining one of the Children in Care Councils, please get in touch with us at 

VSK_Participation@kent.gov.uk. We particularly need members to attend our East Kent meeting at 

the Margate Hub – so please spread the word!  



 

 

VSK Contact Information 

 
virtual.school.kent@kent.gov.uk 03000 415067 
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Locality Team Contact Details 

 

VSK Senior Leadership Team Members 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Tony Doran           Malcolm Thomas           Marian Smith  
Headteacher          Deputy Head (Post16, WK & NK)    Deputy Head (SK) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ann Parnell          Joanne Carpenter            Gemma O’Grady 
Deputy Head (EK)        Business Manager        Participation Coordinator 

North & West Kent 03000 412777  Worrall House, 30 Kings Hill Avenue, 
Kings Hill, Kent ME19 4AE 

East Kent 03000 421157  Brook House, John Wilson Business Park, 

Reeves Way, Whitstable, Kent CT5 3SS 

South Kent 03000 421157  Kroner House, Eurogate Business Park, 
Ashford, Kent TN24 8XU 
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