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Higher and Further Education Information for Young Care Leavers Summer Term 2018

WELCOME
As we come to the end of another academic year, the Post 16 team have been busy
supporting young people in their current education, training or employment placements,
aiming to complete their programmes. Looking at their next steps is also a key focus for
the over the next few weeks, working in partnership with our links in Colleges, Training
Providers and employment places. The team have also been working closely with the
Key Stage 4 Progression Support Officers to support those in year 11 moving into Key
Stage 5.
THE VSK NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN!
Yes, it is that time of year again, we need you to help us celebrate the fantastic achievements of our young people.
Last year we recognised over 100 young people in the Post 16 Awards, let’s see if we can increase on that for this
years. Please visit our website to submit your entries: http://www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/news/06-06-2018the-vsk-rewards-nominations-are-open
What are VSK Awards? These are an opportunity to recognise and celebrate some of the excellent and
exceptional work that our young people have achieved this academic year.
Who can make a Nomination? We can accept nominations from any professional involved with the young person
Who can you Nominate? You can nominate any young person in care to Kent County Council. A separate form
needs to be completed for each young person you wish to nominate and you must fully explain the contribution or
improvement that has been seen over the past academic year.
GOODBYE AND THANK YOU
The time has come for me to say thank you to everyone that has supported the development of the Key Stage 5
workstream with VSK and say goodbye! I will shortly be moving across to the 18+ Leaving Care Service to take up
a new role as the ‘Service Manager for Transition’ – so I am not moving far and will continue to work with my
colleagues in VSK from across the walkway in Worrall!
I look forward to working with you all in my new role and wish to say a big thank you to VSK for allowing me to
develop a fantastic team of Post 16 Support Officers whom I will miss more than they realise.

RACHEL CALVER, DEPUTY HEAD (POST16)

STAFF UPDATE
Welcome Tracy Hunt, Post 16 Support Officer
Hi, I joined the 16+ Team in May and feel lucky to have become part of such a close
and supportive team. I currently cover Swale, North Kent and LSEC (South London),
along with some placed out of county and those in custody. I hold a K201/Open
University qualification in “Working with Young People” and Level 3 NVQ in “Health
and Social Care”. I have a vast experience of working with young people of varying
ages including young offenders, 1-1 work, group facilitation, working closely with education providers in

various educational settings, support and youth work within the community, multi-agency working, substance
misuse, domestic abuse, working with young people that have presented with challenging behaviour and
difficult to engage – I really enjoy a challenge! I believe that everyone should be given access to education/
training and encouraged to reach their personal goals in life, although sometimes this may be supporting a
young person to look at things a little more realistically and achievable. Advocating for young people where
appropriate but always encouraging the young person to speak for themselves and ensure they are heard.
Welcome to our 18+ Leaving Care Service Education, Training and Employment Support Officers
Carol Moyler: Following a lightbulb moment whilst working as a parent in schools I decided to change
career from the financial sector to education and went back to college myself! I have now been involved in
this field for the past 12 years mainly in primary education. For the past 6 years I have worked for VSK in the
West Kent locality covering the Primary and Secondary sector supporting young people in care. I have a
passion to support young people towards realising their full potential by using my training in Nurture,
Mindfulness and SEMH to develop their skills by building confidence, self-esteem and resilience. I feel my
move to the 18+ team means I will be utilising the skills I have already obtained and build upon them which
will enable me to support care leavers giving then strategies to become independent for their onward

journey.
Jeanette Daniels: I have worked in education for over 20 years, working in mainstream schools, PRU’s and
London South East

Colleges. For the past 10 years I have focussed and mainly been involved in

intervention work using my Cognitive Behavioural Therapy qualification, which involved 1-1 and group
working. I have also provided workshops for schools which has
included staff and students in behaviour management training,
thinking skill programs and bespoke programmes which have
included school refusers, anxiety and SEMH. My passion

around supporting young people from all walks of life, to enable
them to recognise their strengths and build strategies to assist in
their building confidence, self-esteem and resilience. Being able
to support vulnerable young people to achieve the very best that
they can has led to my role with the 18+ team.

UASC CONFERENCE
On Thursday the 28th June, Kent welcomed
representatives from other Local Authorities across
England to hear how they could make a difference
for Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children and
Young People. Utilising Kent’s experience with the
young people, we aimed to share and focus our
minds towards achieving excellent placement,

educational

and

well-being

outcomes

and

community integration.
For the 150 delegates, the day started with welcomes from Roger Gough, Cabinet Member for Children,
Young People & Education and Sarah Hammond, Director for Specialist Children’s Service. A young
person from Kent then set the day with his lively and passionate speech expressing his thanks to his
Social Worker for helping him with his achievements. Other key notes speakers included Tony Doran
from VSK, Tracy Smith from Strategic and Corporate Services and Nick Crick UASC Manager. Our
Corporate Director for Children, Young People & Education, Matt Dunkley shared the agenda for the day
which included several workshops covering Fostering, Social Care, IRO, Pre-16 and Post 16 Education,
Health, Placements & Accommodation and Community Engagement & Assessments. The attendees
also received a presentation from Nick Wilkinson, Prevent and Chanel Strategic Manager following by a
thought provoking presentation from our young people sharing their experiences and how we can all
improve our services.
Representatives from organisations supporting UASC also attended and ran a market place for the
attendees. Representatives included KRAN, Kent Kindness, Asphaelia, Red Cross, Refugee Council

and Invicta Law.
I thoroughly enjoyed my day in Kent, the venue exceeded my expectations and most importantly
so did the presentations. Kent have done a brilliant job which I hope we can emulate.
A very well organised event with excellent use of young people / care leavers.
The Market Place stalls were very helpful. Especially having legal representatives there to ask
questions. I also liked the participation organisations that were there and found what they were
doing in Kent inspiring so will try and replicate.
I enjoyed the openness and keenness to work together.

I think you had a great

balance. Probably the best that I have attended.
Hearing from the young people is so powerful. Excellent day – thank you so much.

EVENTS
Summer Schools
•

University of Greenwich Summer School for Children in Care and Care Leavers (July 2018) – this takes
place every year for Children in Care and Care Leavers - to apply for next year, please keep an eye on
the VSK website

•

Canterbury Christ Church University Children in Care Summer School (August 2018) – for more
information and to apply, please visit - http://www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/news/12-06-2018canterbury-christ-church-university-lac-summer-school-2018

Conferences
•

June is a very busy month with the annual Care Leaver Progression Partnership Conference held on the
26th June at the University of Greenwich Medway campus. The conference focused on sharing best
practice and how we work together. There were workshops for the attendees, with several being
delivered by KCC staff, including one by me on what is the Virtual School.

•

On the 28th June, we hosted a conference to share best practice regarding our Unaccompanied Asylum
Seeking Young People with other local authorities. The day was full of workshops and presentations from
our Director, Prevent, Health, Social Care, Fostering and young people.

Training
•

We have been fortunate enough to receive training from the charity ‘Become’ on a range of themes, from
Coaching, rights and entitlements, and managing transitions – this training has been fantastic and very
informative. We have also shared this training with our local Colleges for young people to receive and the
feedback has been fantastic – thank you ‘Become’.

IMPACT UPDATE
We are pleased to report that we are having a positive impact on increasing the number of young people
accessing education, training or employment. Our links with providers are strong and we are able to increase
the number of young people accessing provision and identify where all of our young people are.

Total cohort
Total NEET
Total Not Known
% of NEET of total cohort
% of Not Known of total cohort
% NEET & Not Known of total cohort

End of MAY 2015
1079
329
97

End of MAY 2018
628
135
0

30.49%
8.9%
39.48%

21.4%
0%
21.4%

Thank you to the providers we have been working with to achieve this, and to the staff within KCC that we
work in close partnership with.

RESULTS DAY IS LOOMING!!!! 23rd AUGUST 2018
Collecting GCSE results can be a nerve-wracking experience, but there are some things you can do to ensure a
less stressful time. Your school or college will have told you about the arrangements for collecting your results, but
here are some things you might want to think about or do in advance:
•

Make sure your mobile phone is fully charged.

•

Try to get some sleep the night before - being sleep deprived isn't going to help so keep active the day
before to keep your mind off things.

•

Arrive early to collect your results. If you go to a large school, arriving on or after the allocated time can
mean you're faced with large queues - prolonging the wait and increasing any nervousness.

•

Being nervous is natural but try not to get too worked up - remaining calm can mean you're better
prepared to consider your next steps, whatever they may be.

•

It's not the end of the world if your grades aren't what you hoped or expected - take time to consider your
options, rushing into a decision is not a good idea.

•

Try not to compare your results with friends (especially if you think it might make you feel worse).

•

Keep your results in a safe place as you will need to take them with you to education/training providers

Hopefully you'll get the results you need to take the next step you have planned. If this is the case, well done, now
you can relax and celebrate!
If things didn't go the way you planned, you'll need to think about what to do next. Don't be afraid to speak to the
provider that you are going to as they may be able to lower the entry grades or else be able to find a course at an
alternative level. Staff from VSK will also be available to chat to, either the Key Stage 4 Progression Support
Officers or the Key Stage 5 Support Officers. A reminder of the options available for Key Stage 5 – there are lots
of options available so try not to panic:
•

College/FE

•

Sixth Form

•

Apprenticeships/traineeships

•

Volunteering

•

Working with training

•

Alternative training providers

The websites below contain lots of helpful information regarding training providers in Kent, and apprenticeships in
Kent, post 16 options and volunteering opportunities:
https://www.readytoworkkent.co.uk/
http://www.apprenticekent.com/home
http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/college-sixthform-employment-and-training
http://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/volunteering

THINGS TO DO OVER THE SUMMER
Well, the summer is upon us and we always think that there’s
nothing to do BUT we’re wrong, there’s PLENTY!
First, get yourself a Passport, if you don’t have one already. You
might want to take a short break away…
Here are some nice, quick and cheap ideas for a short trip:
Overseas
It’s 26 miles from Dover to Calais - 35 minutes in a shuttle and 1 hour and 45 minutes on the Ferry.
From Calais, you can head off to anywhere on that land mass. If you’re looking for a reasonably priced
deal, either book in advance with the companies directly or keep an eye out in your local newspaper for
deals or coupons. Sometimes, you’ll find the best deals are on the back of receipts or bus tickets.
EuroCamp is an awesome activity centre in several countries in Europe. AMAZING for adults, teens and
kids alike!
Local
We have loads of wicked little places to visit in Kent. Here is a list of some reasonable, cheap and
FREE, (we love FREE!) places to visit. Remember to take money for parking or food, or catch a train
and take a picnic, whatever’s your preference.
•

The Beach - pebbles and sand, something for everyone! Camber, Dymchurch, St Mary’s Bay,
Dungeness, Joss Bay, Whitstable, Broadstairs, Ramsgate… you know, the list is almost endless!

•

Parks - take some mates, take a BBQ and maybe a ball or a frisbee… or a Nintendo Switch if
you’re fancy.

•

Swimming - Faversham have an outdoor lido. It’s fun. Coral Reef Waterworld is brand spanking
new.

•

Open air events - tons of fairs AND loads of festivals/music events - Canterbury is pretty good for
that (and there is always a food festival on!).

•

Trips to LAAAANDAAANNN: The trains are reasonable after 10am and if you flash your student
card, you can get up to 30% off. Check out the museums which are free, check out the parks

which are massive including Olympic park in East London.
Whatever you decide, have a good time but most importantly BE SAFE! Slap on the sun tan lotion and
have fun!

WHAT TO DO IN THE FIRST FEW WEEKS OF THE NEW TERM
The first few weeks of a new academic year can be an exciting but daunting time for a young person,
especially when starting at a new College, Training Provider or Employer.
When starting at a College or Training, the young person will need to provide a letter from the Local Authority
to prove they are a Child in Care or a Care Leaver. This means the young person can apply for a Bursary to
help towards travel, food and other expenses from being at a College, Training Provider or Employer. The
bursary is administered by the provider and can be in different ways so check you understand how the
bursary works. It is on a needs basis. Most colleges in Kent & Medway are able to take application forms now
for the bursary so if you are sure of where you plan to go in September then we would recommend making
the application as soon as possible.
Each college in Kent and Medway has a key person to speak to for Children in Care and Care Leavers,
called the ‘Designated Member of Staff’ - they can help with queries relating to applications, bursary and
course support. If you haven’t already met them, please do so as soon as you can to ensure you are
receiving all of the support you require.
If the young person is unsure about the course they have started and would like to speak to someone about

their options or what to do next, then please contact your Virtual School Support Officer. If you are unsure of
who that may be please see below the Post 16 Support Officers and the areas they cover:
Sam Sharkey – Medway
Catherine Burton – Canterbury and Canterbury Coastal
Vicky Crompton – Thanet, Dover and Folkestone
Jade Amora Fray – Ashford and Maidstone
Tracy Hunt – Swale and North Kent

CATHERINE’S 100K CHALLENGE
On the 26th & 27th May 2018 Catherine took part in an Action Challenge which involved her walking 100K
from Richmond Park, London to Brighton Race Course. She completed this with her husband and raised
£1250 for Teenage Cancer Trust. Catherine said about the challenge
“It was the most difficult thing I have ever taken part in and I had massively under estimated the terrain that I
would be faced with over the course of the two days, however I had committed to undertake this challenge to
raise money for a great charity who had supported a friends daughter who lost her fight with Cancer a couple
of years ago. The terrain was largely off road, through fields and wood trails including a climb over the South
Downs. It was physically tough and the mental challenge was brutal but I did it and feel immensely proud of
this achievement, I learnt an enormous amount about my drive and determination to succeed. So would I do
it again?? Already planning to do it again next year…well I’ve got a PB to beat now!”

VSK PARTICIPATION TEAM UPDATE
The last few months have been busy ones for the team!
Young Adult Council News
The Young Adult Council (YAC) is a group of young people in care and care
leavers aged 16 to 21 who want to make a positive difference to their lives and those of other young
people in care. The group meets regularly to discuss issues important to them and regularly consults on
important changes to care processes.
In March, one of our YAC members was invited to meet with Nadim Zahawi,
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Children and Families, and
Anne Longfield, the Children’s Commissioner at Portcullis House in London.
Alongside Chelsea, one of our Apprentice Participation Workers and a
group of young people from other local authorities he was able to share his
views about foster care with decision makers at the highest level. All the
young people thoroughly enjoyed being able to share their opinions and represent the views of young
people in care and care leavers.
If you know of any young people who would like to get involved in YAC, please get in touch for more
information: VSK_Participation@kent.gov.uk.
VSK Talent Showcase
On Friday 1st June, the Virtual School Kent Participation Team put on a Talent Showcase at County Hall
in Maidstone. The aim was to not only celebrate the amazing talents of some of the young people we
are privileged to work with, but also to dispel some of the myths around the stigma of being in care or

being a care leaver. Rather than celebrating academic achievements, this event was about all the other
amazing talents our young people have, which included dancing, singing, art and poetry. The show was
a resounding success and was well attended by young people, senior leaders at KCC, Social Workers,
Independent Reviewing Officers and Foster Carers.
The day also featured a film made by the Participation
Team and young people about the stigma young people
face being in care, or as care leavers. The film was
highly praised by Matt Dunkley CBE, Corporate Director

of Education and Young People's Services, as were the
talents of all the young people on the day. It made us so
proud to see so many young people having the
confidence to get up on stage and perform in front of a
live audience. They truly are an inspiration!

In our Spring edition, we told you about a fantastic app
called MOMO One which is for young people in care and
care leavers in Kent between the ages of 8 and 21. The
app makes it easier for young people to structure their
thoughts and say what they want to say about topics
important to them such as preparing for adulthood. It also
helps young people talk to their Kent County Council
workers, such as their Social Worker or Personal Adviser,
by allowing them to send their views on to them any time
they want, 24/7.
During the past two terms, the Participation Team have
been out and about around Kent promoting the app to young people, foster carers and professionals.
The MOMO app can be downloaded onto an Android or Apple device,
or young people can access it online through any web browser at
app.mindofmyown.org.uk.
Once a young person has set up their Young Person account, they can
use MOMO and send a statement to their worker anytime and
anywhere they want using any device they have with an internet
connection.
Get Involved:
•

Have a look at the demo version of the app at https://one-demo.mindofmyown.org.uk

•

Share MOMO with young people in care who you think might benefit from using the app to
communicate with their Social Worker, Personal Adviser or Independent Reviewing Officer.

•

Give young people time and/or access to a computer or laptop if they tell you they would like to send
a MOMO statement to one of their workers.

•

Let any colleagues who work regularly with young people in care know about MOMO and how young

people can use it.
If you would like to find out more about MOMO or would like to receive user guides for young people,
please contact Sarah.Newman@kent.gov.uk.
NOTE: MOMO Worker Accounts are intended solely for KCC staff working in Specialist Children’s Services.
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