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all our achievements this year. 2016 – 17 to date has seen:


Kent’s Children in Care outcomes validated by the DfE (based on last
summer’s exams). They show Key Stage 2 performance broadly in line with

with the NA in all indicators and exceeding NA in English and Mathematics
grade A* - C …wow a wonderful achievement I am sure you will agree.


We have seen more of our young people attend our ever growing number of
activity days around the county.



We have had a record number of young people attending all three of our
Children in Care Councils

(Super Council for our younger members,

OCYPC for our young people up to the age of 16 and our Young Adults
Council (YAC) for our members who are 16+).


We have also seen a plethora of innovative work going on in our localities which you can see in this edition of VSK News.

A highlight for me during the summer term, has been the Ofsted report. The report states that Children's services in Kent are
GOOD. More importantly it recognises the hard work of our amazing Children in Care and Care Leavers, the work of VSK and
partner services/ professionals in improving academic and wider outcomes as well as providing opportunities to have fun and
share their voice. Key quotes from the Ofsted report can be found on our website http://www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/
news/19-06-2017-ofsted-has-rated-our-childrens-services-as-good
It has been such a positive year and staying on this positive note (for them) it is with mixed emotions I announce that two of
our longest serving Deputy Head Teachers, Ann Parnell and Malcolm Thomas will retire at the end of this term. VSK’s loss is
very much retirements gain. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ann and Malcolm for their years of outstanding
service to improving outcomes for CiC and CLs and their contribution in the development of the virtual school. They will be
greatly missed from the service but I have no doubt that their family will love having them to themselves for a change.
Finally I would like to thank all of you who support our young people throughout the year. These achievement have happened
because of you.
Have a great Summer

Tony Doran

ePEP NEWS
We would like to extend our thanks to countywide Designated Teachers for their commitment to
ensuring PEP documents are closed within the 7 day target window and all PP+ applications have been
made by the deadline.
It is once again that time of year where exams have been busy taking place or are imminent and
questions arise around updating the ePEP system with this information.

How to record exam results on the ePEP system
Examination results can be entered into the ePEP system through the ‘Young Person’s’ overview page
(the one with the brightly coloured boxes) navigating half way down the page to ‘Actions’ and clicking the
‘Key Stage Results’ button;

This will take you through to the ‘Add a new result’ page, where you are asked to enter the Key stage,
Subject, Scoring system and End of Key stage level egg. KS 4, Accounting, GCSE and C.

The primary change for this academic year is the introduction of GCSE grading 1 – 9 for English
Literature, Language and Maths; this can be accessed by selecting the combination:
Key Stage 4 → Eng. Lit/ Lang / Mathematics → GCSE (1 – 9) → Level (1 – 9 +U)

For a full list of coding combinations which covers Key Stage One SATS Assessment, Key Stage Two
SATS Test outcomes and teacher assessment please consult the guidance How to enter Progress and
Attainment Data onto the ePEP System which can be found on the VSK website:
http://www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/vsk-resources/personal-education-plan-epep

Term 6 Progress and Attainment
Please remember that at the end of term 6 we shall also be collecting the last tranche of progress and
attainment data for our school age CiC. An email reminder will be sent out regarding this at the beginning
of July. Please remember that where previous progress and attainment data has been added to the PEP
document there is no need to re-enter your entries. Instead it is only necessary to navigate to the ‘edit’
button on the right hand side of the grid:

This will reopen the form where information can be entered into ‘Data Drop 3’:

Clicking save at the bottom of the form will drop the information into the grid.

PEP Document Sign Off
The final piece of housekeeping before the summer break is ensuring your PEP documents are marked
complete. As you are all aware the PEP document should be marked complete within the 7 day window
after the PEP meeting, this is imperative to evidence the meeting:

However at the end of term 6 it is more crucial than ever that all PEP documents for past meeting dates
are closed with targets up to date and PEP document write ups complete. PEP documents remaining
open on the system at the end of summer prevents files from being promptly transferred to new
provisions where young people are transitioning schools and can cause data quality errors when the
school year groups are updated.
If the PEP meeting did not take place the meeting date can be changed through the professional section
→ ‘The PEP Meeting’,

then by clicking the blue “Click HERE to reschedule the CURRENT PEP

Meeting” button.

Training
As ever, please do contact our dedicated ePEP team directly should you have any questions or queries
and they will be happy to help. They have enjoyed meeting many of you in person at the recent training
events and if you would like training for the next academic year please get in touch by email at
virtual.school.kent@kent.gov.uk

VSK AWARDS NOMINATIONS
Yes, it is that time of year again, we need you to help us celebrate
the fantastic achievements of our young people. Last year gave
awards to 293 young people, so let’s see if we can increase on that
for this year.
Please complete the VSK Rewards Nomination Form 2016/17 for
any Kent young person in care that you feel should be considered for
an award in one of our seven categories.
A separate form needs to be completed for each young person you wish to nominate and you must fully
explain the contribution or improvement that has been seen over the past academic year. We won’t be
able to consider nominations if they just have something like ‘yes’ or ‘excellent’ in the box; we need the
story behind it.
What are VSK Awards?
These are an opportunity to recognise and celebrate some of the excellent and exceptional work that our
children in care have achieved this academic year.
Who can make a Nomination?
We can accept nominations from any professional involved with the young person.
Who can you Nominate?
You can nominate any child or young person in care to Kent County Council.
When will the results be announced?
This year we will be holding two awards ceremonies. The first will be for students in Years 11 and under
in September and then one for Years 12 and over in October. Details about these events will be sent out
with the invitations.
The nomination form can be found at:
http://www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/news/15-05-2017-the-vsk-rewards-nominations-are-open
The deadline for KS1 to KS4 nominations to be received is Friday 14th July 2017

NEWS FROM THE EAST
Gina Turner, Assistant Head (Canterbury & Swale Rural)
Tel: 03000 419420 or Email: gina.turner@kent.gov.uk

Greetings from Canterbury and Swale Rural locality!
It is hard to believe that we are already approaching the end of this
academic year – where has the time gone? A huge well done to all those
Year 6 children who have finished SATs and can now relax and enjoy the
exciting activities such as residential trips and school productions.
The iPad loan schemes SWIPE (Primary) and EKLIPSS (Secondary) have truly taken off in
Canterbury and Swale Rural and the feedback from both children and their carers has been
exceptionally positive. Many thanks to John Ollason and Debbie Briant who have worked so hard
to prepare the iPads and get them to as many children as possible, as quickly as possible. We
have seen some impressive results already in terms of progress of the children using them. This
is just the beginning of this scheme and our locality, along with the rest of East Kent, are proud to
be championing this amazing resource!
Letterbox has started again for those children in years 1, 3, 5 and 7. This has been a very popular
resource and we know that the children look forward to receiving these packages. There are
stories, art and craft activities, learning opportunities and so many things for children to do. Many
thanks to Sam Oxberry for tirelessly preparing and posting these precious parcels!
We would like to take this opportunity to thank some of the alternative provisions who work with
our most vulnerable learners. Most notably at the current time, we would like to share our
gratitude with Nu Steps at Hersden and Brogdale Farm. Both provisions have welcomed some of
our students close to exclusion from school and really supported them to turn things round and
start experiencing some real successes. The dedication shown to these
young people is very much appreciated, so thank you.

On a final note, we would like to say good luck to all those Year 11
students who are currently undergoing their GCSEs. We are so proud of
you, regardless of the outcome, so try your best and try to stay positive –
it will soon be over!

NEWS FROM THE EAST
Joanne Hayes, Assistant Head (Swale Urban)
Tel: 03000 415679 or Email: Joanne.Hayes1@kent.gov.uk

Despite not having been working in East Kent for very long I have been lucky
enough to meet many designated teachers already and have visited a high
number of the schools. Everyone has been very welcoming and friendly and I
am looking forward to getting to know the schools and the area much better
over the coming few months.
From September I hope to be offering a variety of training for designated teachers and schools,
including attachment training and Solihull training for schools who are interested. Further to this we
hope to expand the work we doing with foster carers, expanding the current training on offer and
ensuring that they have access to and can contribute to PEP Meetings to ensure that children and
young people have the best possible plan for them and that their access to enrichment activities
continues outside of school.
Summer is always a busy time, preparing for changes and saying good –bye. We will be working
with our children and young people to ensure that these transitions run as smoothly as possible,
both for the little ones changing school and for the older ones looking to move onto college,
apprenticeships or further training.
As ever, please do not hesitate to contact us if there is anything we can do to help, or you have
any questions at all.

TEMPTED TO RUN AWAY?
Going missing is a dangerous activity. There are particular concerns about the links between
children running away and the risks of sexual exploitation, gangs and radicalisation. A child/
young person who goes missing just once faces the same immediate risks as faced by a child/
young person who regularly goes missing. However, children who go missing when they are
young (and/or with greater frequency) are more likely to face longer-term problems.
If you think a young person you are working with might be tempted to run away please refer to
the guidance on the Kent Children’s Safeguarding Board website where you will find lots of
useful information and leaflet's for young people.

NEWS FROM THE EAST
Simon Fosse-Collins, Assistant Head (Thanet)
Tel: 03000 418601 or Email: simon.fosse-collins@kent.gov.uk
The past few months have been very busy for us all in the Thanet team. In April
we undertook our first venture into fund raising for the Crossroads School in
Soroti, Uganda which supports many children adversely affected by conflict.
This was part of a wider response across the Thanet secondary schools to raise
funds to redevelop the school site. We opted for a good old fashioned PTA style
quiz night with two star prizes, both of which were won by Dave Morgan and his team from St Georges.
Congratulations! The event itself was very well attended and thank you to all who came along; to the staff
at St Georges who helped with the arrangements and for the complimentary tea and coffee. We managed
to raise £290 on the night, and although some of the questions were rather tough, everyone had a great
time.
We have also welcomed Maria back after a short term absence. Maria works directly with young people
providing them with sensory experiences using a therapeutic approach to help them address some of
their early life difficulties. If you wish to access this support, then please contact Maria or the team to
discuss further. Sadly, at the end of term we will be saying good bye to Amy who will be returning to front
line teaching in an independent special school. Amy will be missed very much by everyone in the team
and the children she has worked with over her time with VSK. We are all very sad to see her go, but wish
her all the very best for the future.
In the middle of all of this, VSK have also been through a month long inspection from Ofsted as part of the
Specialist Children’s Services Inspection. At the time of writing this article I am unaware of the overall
outcome, but feel that it has been a very positive experience. As we are made aware of the outcomes and
points for further reflection, these will be shared with you all.
By this time many of your children will have completed their public exams, SATs or this academic year.
There may be the odd tearful good bye for some of them. However, many of our CIC find change a real
challenge, deeply upsetting or unsettling. While they may mask it very well, their behaviour might
deteriorate at this time. It is not unusual for CIC to break their long standing positive relationships in very
negative ways, rather than accept some relationships end naturally. If you have children who need a little
extra transition support then please do contact us and we can use a range of resources to help the young
person manage this difficult time.

NEWS FROM THE WEST
Margaret Hamlyn, Assistant Head (Shepway)
Tel: 03000 412777 or Email: Margaret.hamlyn@kent.gov.uk
The team are very pleased to welcome back Jemma Page, following her maternity
leave and I’m sure you will all join me in thanking Joanne Hayes for covering and
we wish all the best in her new locality in East Kent. There have been a few other
changes too and from the start of Term 6 Jemma will be the Assistant Head for
Tonbridge, Maidstone and Malling.
What about you? I hear you cry. Well, I am off to pastures new in South Kent but will keep my links with
North and West Kent teams by continuing to support them as SENCO, whilst also supporting their most
complex SEN cases placed outside Kent. So then there is the question of the other areas I currently
cover. Jo Kelly will be taking over the Tunbridge Wells and Medway schools.
The Paired Reading Project has been running in North and West Kent over the last academic year led by
a very strong and experienced team. Jenny Finch, Melissa Baker, Lisa Thistlethwaite and Amanda Lihou
have dedicated a proportion of their time to deliver training to foster carers, assess the young people
selected in their reading skills, liaising with schools and making weekly contact with carers to ensure they
are supported appropriately through the 16 week project.
This was piloted last year in other areas of Kent and the impact was extremely pleasing. The children
who completed the 16 weeks made an average of 12 months progress in their reading age. We are very
hopeful that we will gain the same (or better!) results.
The current feedback is that the foster carers and young people have really enjoyed the experience and
the schools are reporting that they are noticing a difference too.
To celebrate the achievements of all the children they, their carers, social workers and schools have been
invited to a celebration event on 9th June. Each children will receive a certificate, a medal and a book
voucher and they will also have the opportunity to hear from Jeremy Strong about how he became an
author and have a book signed by him. We are all very excited!

Jemma Page, Assistant Head (Tonbridge, Maidstone &
Malling)
Tel: 03000 412777 or Email: jemma.page@kent.gov.uk

NEWS FROM THE NORTH
Jo Kelly, Assistant Head (Tunbridge Wells, Dartford, Swanley, Gravesham,
Sevenoaks & Medway)
Tel: 03000 412777 or Email: Joanne.Kelly@kent.gov.uk
What have our children and young people been up to?


One young man has started a programme at Grow to Grow (a therapeutic
approach to horticulture in Chiddingstone) and is doing really well



A yr 5 pupil has just won certificates in 100% Attendance and Star of the
week at the same time! Despite just starting at a new school.

Let us know other great news about what they’ve been doing in their next
PEP Meetings…
Developing your Nurture Group with VSK in North Kent
We are very excited to be working with The Nurture Group Network in training four North Kent Primary
schools and two North Kent Secondary schools to
gain their Nurture Accreditation. It’s a Pupil Premium
project that has come about through my own training
in Nurture and our schools are nearly ready to go live
with their own Nurture Groups having now completed their second day of training (out of three).
As part of an agreement using PP+ we have funded the training and some resources for these schools
with a view that they have a Nurture group up and running on site by September 2018.
The feedback so far is very positive and we are looking forward to seeing the delegates in the group
again on the 27th June. I am particularly excited that our Secondary colleagues have joined us for this
project and hope that we can expand the idea in the near future by holding a conference in the Autumn to
raise awareness……watch this space!
Changes in North Kent at VSK
There are changes ahead in the VSK North Kent team - we will be adding the areas of Medway and
Tunbridge Wells into our locality.
As a result we are very lucky to have a new member of the team so please do give Amanda Lihou a warm
welcome when you meet her. She is a very experienced Support Officer who is moving across from the
West Kent team, she has particular areas of interest in Early Years, psychology and SEN and will be a

NEWS FROM THE NORTH
The LAC Solihull Approach Training
We recently delivered the LAC SOLIHULL APPROACH training in West Kent as we are rolling out this
training across the county. We are also working with Kelly Davies from the CIC CAMHS team to train their
practitioners so that it can bring new ways of working to their Care Pathways. Mascalls very kindly hosted
the training event for us and delegates came from Primary and Secondary Schools, Social Work and also
Mental Health teams. The delegates also enjoyed some experiential learning!

Post intervention data indicated that there were huge gains in confidence in supporting children who are
fostered/adopted and …


100% of trainees said that presentation by the trainers was Excellent or Good (85% said excellent)



100 % of trainees gave maximum marks to how much they enjoyed the training

Look out for this training in the Autumn term in the South Kent area!
Exam season!
Well it’s that time of year again where we want to wish our GCSE, A & AS level students the very best of
luck…not forgetting our year 6’s that have just got through their SATs. Good luck one and all from the VSK
North Kent Team – looking forward to seeing the results and please do make sure that your exams officers
communicate with us on the results days as we have to report on our School’s performance too.
And last but not least, look out for :


DT TRAINING - We all look forwards to seeing you on June 28 th at the Designated Teachers event at
the SMILE Centre, Ifield School



The NK PP+ Provision Map – see what you can access at a glance. All the things we have ready to
offer your school/carer/young person. Email Joanne.Kelly@kent.gov.uk for a copy or for information on
any of the above articles.

Have a great term and look forwards to seeing you soon! Joanne Kelly and the North Kent team

NEWS FROM THE SOUTH
Jen Kemp, Assistant Head (Ashford & Dover)
Tel: 03000 415685 or Email: Jennifer.kemp@kent.gov.uk

Welcome to the long awaited summer term!
I’d like to take the opportunity in this update for Paula Howe, VSK South
Kent’s Yr 11 Progression Adviser to speak to you about the importance of
work experience planning for our students in Key Stage 4;
Exams will soon be over (Hoorah!!) and many of our young people may have
work experience or summer jobs planned. For those that haven’t, I will be happy to support with
CV’s, finding placements, recruitment website applications and also to apply for summer jobs. I
can’t place enough emphasis on how important experiences are on a CV’, personal profiles and
application forms.

Evidence of soft skills, timekeeping and team work shouldn’t be

underestimated, not to mention an excellent way to gather potential referees for the future. I also
have work placement guidance sheets to email on to young people upon request.
Summer may be a long break for some, so most Year 11’s can afford even a week’s work
experience. Please consider that the opportunity for work experiences could make a huge
difference to their self-esteem, and not forgetting the opportunity of building new friendship
groups.
For those in year 10 the same applies, although there may be more
restrictions due to age and insurance, but evidence of experience in the
workplace or even voluntary work in an area they may be considering
for their career pathway will help towards applications made in year 11
for Post 16 destinations. Please do begin to invite me to PEP’s for year
10’s by way of introducing the transition and progression support that VSK can provide.
In other news due to the sad loss of our colleague Rebecca Dutton the VSK Assistant Head team
have had a bit of a re-shuffle and as a result I will be taking on Dover locality alongside Ashford.
Romney Marsh and Hythe is being re-united with Folkestone and will be looked after by Margaret
Hamlyn as we welcome her to South Kent from West Kent. Therefore, for now at least, I say
farewell to DTs and schools in rural Shepway and thank you for nearly 10 years of a fruitful and
friendly working relationship.

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE
This summer, libraries everywhere are encouraging children to help solve a mystery. The annual
Summer Reading Challenge, for ages 4-11, encourages children to have fun reading over the summer
holidays.
In All Kent Libraries from 15 July – 16 September. It’s FREE and it’s FUN!
Children will receive a special folder which introduces the mystery and the Animal Agents who are
trying to solve it. The challenge is to read at least 6 books over the summer (whatever children
choose) and collect special stickers along the way. The stickers have amazing artwork by Tony Ross some have scratch and sniff smells too! They fit into the Animal Agents folder, and collecting them all
solves the mystery.
On finishing, children receive a certificate and a
medal. There are other Animal Agents themed
incentives and activities as well – check them out at
your local library!
Find

out

more

agents.org.uk

on

the

website

www.animal-

and contact your local library for

information on local events and activities that support
the challenge.

ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT FOSTERING?
Open your heart and you could help to transform the lives of children and young people in Kent by
becoming a foster carer.
KCC are especially looking for carers for:


older children – aged 13 to 18



siblings



disabled children

If you think you can provide children with the stability and routine they need to flourish and develop then
please give KCC Fostering a call on 03000 420 002 or come along to an information event http://
www.kentfostering.co.uk/events to find out about the benefits, payments and all the great support KCC
can provide you.

PARTICIPATION AND ENGAGEMENT UPDATE
At our last Children in Care Council meetings for the Super Council and
OCYPC we had a discussion about the importance of Children in Care
Councils, we discussed why they are an important way of making sure
that children in care voices are heard and why they come along to the
meetings. These are some of the children’s comments responses:
Why is it important that Kent has a Children in Care Council?
‘To stop children in care being treated differently’.
‘To get things changed for children in care and for them to get their voice heard’.
‘So that children in care get to have a say in decisions made about them.’
‘So we can talk about our feelings’.
Why is the OCYPC important to you?
‘The OCYPC is important because people in care tell you what they feel like and you can try and
help them.’
‘So we can socialise with other people who are in care.’
‘It’s important to me because it gives me a chance to change things that affect me and other
children in care and I get to meet others who are in care.’
What would you tell other children in care about the Super Council?
‘You do lots of activities and get food’.
‘You make lots of friends’.
‘We’re all the same, no-one is different i.e. we are all in care!’
‘We do lots of activities and it is very, very fun and we make lots of new friends!’
We are always looking for new members – the Super council is aimed at those aged 7 to 11 years
and Our Children and Young People’s Council (OCYPC) is for 11 to 16 year olds – please email
VSK_Participation@kent.gov.uk if you know of young people who may be interested or would
like more information.
Participation Activity Days
In the May holiday we held an activity day especially for our Super Council and OCYPC members. The
young people took part in team building activities; this was so both councils could get together and get
to know each other as we would like them to work on projects together in the future.

We also held two Horse Riding activities in East Kent and West Kent. The days were very well
attended as usual. The young people loved riding and grooming the horses followed by a tour of the
Yards. The holidays were a big success – bring on the Summer fun!

We have lots of activities planned for the Summer holidays – get in touch for further
information: VSK_Participation@kent.gov.uk or call Chloe Mutton on 03000 414807
Other News:

The participation of children and young people in their reviews is one way that
we can hear the voice of the child and provide them with an opportunity to
share their thoughts and feelings and their aspirations for the future.
We have been involved with the IRO Service in the production of a new film
‘It’s About You – your reVIEW Matters’. This is a short film designed to shown
to young people to encourage them to be involved in their looked after review meetings.
While the rate of participation at review meetings is high we want to further encourage attendance and
meaningful participation at their review meeting. This includes not just attending the review but also
encouraging children/young people to chair or co-chairing the meeting alongside the IRO if they wish
to.
We felt the best way to achieve this was be hearing directly from young people about why their review
matters. WE have worked together with young people in care and the Young Adult Council to develop
a short film highlighting what looked after review meetings are about, how young people can get their
voices heard, and quoting one young person in the film “It’s about you.”
Finally we would like to welcome Chelsea Goodwin to the team. Chelsea joined us in
May as an Apprentice Participation Worker and we wish her every success in her
new role.
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