
 

 

VSK NEWS 

Welcome 
As the daffodils emerge from the snow-covered verges, here is to a positive Spring to all who 

work alongside VSK. 

 

In keeping with my last post, we have continued to see structural change within KCC with the 

introduction of our new Corporate Director Matt Dunkley (OBE) who comes to us with a plethora 

of experience and I am sure will make a positive impact.  

 

We are now fast approaching examination season and as such it is vitally important that you access all that is on 

offer from the Virtual School. Part of this offer is illustrated through this newsletter, but there is much more 

available. So, I urge you to pick out relevant initiatives within this edition and contact my team local to you and find 

out what more we can do for you and most importantly our young people. 

 

Within this edition you can find information on training opportunities available in your area, celebrate some of the 

great work of our Early Years Providers as well as the latest updates on ePEP. This edition also gives updates on 

projects such as Paired Reading; Maths Mastery; Relax Kids and the Speech, Language and Communication 

project. Also find out more on our examination specific support along with or Yr.6 Backpacks and Yr.11 Exam 

toolkits. 

 

To round this newsletter off as ever we cover some of the exciting work currently underway by Jo Carpenter and 

her Participation & Engagement Team including our amazing apprentices. 

 

I wish you all a productive Spring and let’s ensure that no stone is left unturned for our Children in Care. 

 

Tony Doran 
Headteacher, Virtual School Kent   
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ePEP NEWS 
 

System  Updates 

Due to some ePEP users not being able to see or click on the ‘View’ & ‘Pro’ buttons, eGOV have made some 

minor changes to the look of the system.  Each ePEP page has been expanded, which allows all types of devices 

to be able to view the ‘View’ & ‘Pro’ buttons and additionally this will enlarge each page/section of ePEP, making 

them much more user friendly.  You may have already noticed that there is now only one ‘Search’ box at the top 

of the page and this can be used for User ID / UPN / Client ID / Name. 

The tabs down the left hand side of the screen (Home, Dashboard, PEP Meeting Invitations etc.) have been 

moved and placed in pairs, side by side at the top of the screen.  The User Directory is a new addition to those 

tabs, rather than being permanently available to view down the left hand side of the screen.   These are minor 

changes that should improve the system for all ePEP users. 

Term 4 Progress & Attainment 

As usual at the end of Term 4 we shall be collecting the second tranche of progress & Attainment data for our 

school age CiC.  Please ensure this is completed for all your learners.  An e-mail reminder will be sent out 

soon.  This data can be entered into ‘Data Drop 2’.  Clicking ‘save’ at the bottom of the form will drop the 

information into the grid. 

Targets and Pupil Premium + 

Please ensure you update any outstanding targets accordingly and add new ones along the way.  Any targets 

requiring PP+ funding will need to be submitted by 11/05/2018 for consideration in the next round of funding for 

payment in VSK’s June advance.   

PEP Meeting Dates 

Just a quick reminder to check that the current PEP meeting date on ePEP mirrors the actual date that it took 

place before marking your section as complete.   

 

Please feel free to contact Rico or Maria in the ePEP team should you require any help amending the PEP 

meeting date or in fact any support that you require with using the ePEP system. They are always happy to help! 

 

03000 415353  - Rico and Maria  

 

VSK_ePEP@kent.gov.uk 

mailto:VSK_ePEP@kent.gov.uk


 

 

EARLY YEARS NEWS  
The quality of early years provision has been identified as a crucial factor for our youngest children attending 

nursery. Over the past few years the VSK Fostering Education Liaison Officers (FELOs) have been tracking and 

monitoring 2 year olds ready for their first PEP when they turn 3. What we have collectively noticed is the 

professionalism of the early years providers demonstrating good practice in ensuring our children are school 

ready.   

Nurseries are aware of the support that surrounds them and how to access this, leading to referrals to LIFT, they 

have already trained staff in Early Talk Boost and offer the programme to children that need the extra support with 

their speech and language, following on with referrals to a Speech and Language Therapist. A number of 

nurseries in our areas have secured Specialist Teaching Support for children and have been instrumental in 

obtaining a completed EHCP so the children have the best possible chances of accessing primary schooling in the 

correct setting identified with the most appropriate support. 

Working with the Early Years Inclusion and Support Team has helped our FELOs  

 look more at targeted plans for our youngest children.  

 support foster carers with choosing a suitable provision to attend.  

 raise issues that can be addressed in a proactive way  

 join up the working of the carer, the provision, social worker and VSK as a whole. 

The Government offers 15 hours free funding for children from the age of 2 from the first term after their  birthday. 

At the present time 30 hours is not available for foster carers but this is under review and may change.  

Pupil Premium Plus is paid by VSK to the Early Years Setting the term after their third birthday. This is paid in 

three £100 instalments a year in recognition that children in care are already at a disadvantage.  

Other work around early years that our FELOs are involved with includes pre-adoption PEP’s. Meeting the new 

adopters, holding ePAC meetings and offering support and guidance to schools and adopters until the Final 

Adoption Order comes in from court. 

 

SAM JAN 

JULIA 

JENNY 

MELISSA 

STEVE 



 

 

 NEWS FROM THE SOUTH EAST 

Carole Bailey, Assistant Head (Dover & Folkestone)  

Tel: 03000 417216 or Email: carole.bailey@kent.gov.uk 

It has been another busy time for the Dover and Folkestone VSK locality team. I am 

delighted to inform you that our Paired Reading Scheme is now underway. This promotes 

a regular shared reading experience between carers and young people to help accelerate 

children’s  learning and especially reading ages.  I am delighted to share with you that we 

have 12 young people and their carers who are mid-way through this 16 week 

programme. Carers involved have attended the initial training and are supported remotely 

during the programme. We look forward to seeing the progress in reading of the young people.  Thank you to Dr 

Rachel Standen, Education Psychologist,  who has been working with us and supporting this initiative.   

We have recently launched an iPad support programme for our older students. iPads, pre-loaded with many 

engaging revision apps, have been loaned to all students in years 10 and 11 who are studying for GCSE 

examinations and would like to have one. These are specifically for revision and further study to help boost learning 

ahead of the Key Stage 4 examinations. Thank you to VSK Education Support Officer, John Ollason, who has 

worked with South Kent VSK staff to enable this. We are also very grateful to staff at The Folkestone Academy and 

The Goodwin Academy for allowing the launches to be hosted in their venues. We wish all our students preparing 

for the forthcoming examinations the very best in their preparations and every success in their outcomes.   

VSK staff have also been involved in training to enable us to support schools who wish to set up nurture group 

provisions. These are smaller settings for learning where young people are supported and where positive 

relationships are modelled within the setting.  We will keep you advised  as our training develops.   

We are delighted that the Pupil Premium Grant is increasing for children in care in the imminent financial year, and 

look forward to working with all our partner schools to support  our young people through interventions that 

accelerate learning.   

SAFER INTERNET DAY 2018 

This annual event took place on 6th February and is run by three charities whose aim is to make the internet a 

better place for children and young people. Lots of information and resources can be found on their website with 

different sections for under 11’s, 11-18’s and Parents/Carers. 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2018 

There is also a short online quiz focusing on the relationships that children and young people form online, and 

exploring ways to ensure that these relationships remain healthy, positive and fulfilling. This quiz is designed for 8-

13 year olds, but is also relevant for older children.  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2018/safer-internet-day-quiz-2018  

mailto:Joanne.Kelly@kent.gov.uk
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2018
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2018/safer-internet-day-quiz-2018


 

 

NEWS FROM THE SOUTH WEST 

Jen Kemp, Assistant Head (Ashford, Romney Marsh & Tunbridge Wells)   

Tel: 03000 415685 or Email: Jennifer.kemp@kent.gov.uk 

Spring…a time for re-growth, new life, and the end of the financial year!  That means the 

end of the Pupil Premium Plus round for another year and an opportunity to think about 

new and reflect on current projects for the South West locality.   

This term schools have still been making the most of the training opportunities VSK have 

provided, one of which I am personally excited to be a participant of. With thanks to the 

Nurture Group Network a number of VSK staff and schools from the area have begun their 

training to become nurture group practitioners with a commitment to be running a nurture 

group by September 2019.  During the past two decades, over 60 research projects have demonstrated the positive 

impact of nurture groups on pupils’ wellbeing and academic performance.  Nurture Groups also help to create 

positive change to pupils’ behaviour in school and at home and allow for a “positive attachment to school” (Walker, 

2010).  Nationally Nurture Groups are recognised by Ofsted and endorsed by a number of government reports and 

policy papers, both in the primary and secondary sector.  Nurture Groups are underpinned by the fundamental 

theoretical model of attachment which is why for children in care they provide a real opportunity for pupils to make 

considerable progress in their learning because their social, emotional and behavioural needs can be met via an 

inclusive approach, avoiding the need for exclusion or withdrawal from the classroom.  I am excited to be supporting 

both primary and secondary schools in my locality with this training and can’t wait to see the birth of new Nurture 

Groups across the area.  For more information or how to access future training opportunities please get in touch with 

me. 

In other locality news I am very pleased to introduce to you our new Education Support Officer 

(ESO) Samantha Fletcher who will be working across Tunbridge Wells and Ashford.  You will 

begin to see her at PEP meetings from the middle of March as she completes her induction 

period.  Samantha comes to us as a qualified class teacher but also has a wealth of experience 

working with vulnerable children and has a special interest in wellbeing and building resilience.  

I’m very pleased to now have two ESOs working across the locality as Sam Pilcher has been 

working stoically to support the whole patch for quite some time now. Sam has also taken on the 

mantle of KS4 Progression Officer for 2 days a week so she will be working more closely with secondary colleagues 

assisting our CIC with their Post 16 pathways – it seems you just can’t keep a good woman down!   

Steve Orwin, our FELO, has been supporting foster carers as they embark on our South Kent Paired Reading 

Project which we hope will bear similar successes as its predecessor projects in other parts of the county.  More 

news on how that is going in the next newsletter.  He has also been co-ordinating the roll out of the Phoenix Comic 

to our pupils in year groups 2, 4, 6 and 8 who are receiving a years subscription, so please do mention this at PEP 

meetings to see how the young people are enjoying it and indeed whether it is having any impact on their readiness 

to read and reading attainment. 

Samantha 

mailto:Jennifer.Kemp@kent.gov.uk


 

 

NEWS FROM THE WEST 

Jemma Page, Assistant Head (Tonbridge, Maidstone & Malling) 

Tel: 03000 412777 or Email: jemma.page@kent.gov.uk 

Hello all, well what a busy term so far! The snow and ice made it interesting! As we 

have so many lovely projects and activities going on across West Kent I have asked 

the team to give you a brief update into some of the projects we have going – if you 

are interested in any of them please contact the team directly to organise. 

 

Melissa Baker, Fostering Education Liaison Officer  

At the start of the year VSK held a Paired Reading training session for foster 

carers in West Kent. The session was led by Rachel Standen Educational 

Psychologist and was well received with positive comments and feedback from all 

that attended. A foster carer who took part in the paired reading project last year 

shared with the group how helpful, useful and easy he found using the paired 

reading technic with his young person and by using paired reading his young 

person’s confidence with reading and attitude towards reading had greatly 

improved over the 16 weeks.  

The west Kent team currently have 8 children who were identified as meeting the criteria to be involved in the 

targeted part of the 16 week paired reading programme and currently they are all managing the paired reading 

with their young person well. If you would like to know more about the paired reading scheme then please 

contact me on my email address. melissa.baker@kent.gov.uk  

Tyler Johnson, KS4 Progression Advisor  

During the Spring term I have been busy supporting year 11 students in a range of different ways: 

 Offering support around exams and revision 

 Helping them choose a course/apprenticeship that is right for them in year 12 

 Attending PEP meetings 

 Identifying relevant open days for them to attend  

 Tracking academic progress  

 Arranging tuition for students to access in the lead up to their exams  

 

If you have a year 11 student that needs some support in the above areas or a carer who would appreciate 

some advice regarding year 12 options then please contact me at  tyler.johnson@kent.gov.uk 

mailto:Rachel.Calver@kent.gov.uk
mailto:melissa.baker@kent.gov.uk
mailto:tyler.johnson@kent.gov.uk


 

 

NEWS FROM THE WEST 

Karen Stephens, Education Support Officer  

Reading with Dogs is a charity that VSK is just beginning to be 

involved with. Volunteers and their highly trained dogs visit a 

school for an hour a week and work with up to 6 children - either 

individually or as a group. It has been shown that children 

respond well to the dogs listening to them and that their 

confidence increases greatly meaning that reading becomes 

easier and less stressful for them.  

We are hoping that over the next couple of months four of our schools will have volunteers and dogs working 

with them and that we can add more schools to the scheme. If your school would be interested in the 

scheme then please contact me on my email address karen.stephens@kent.gov.uk  

Carol Moyler, Education Support Officer  

In West Kent this term we have been working with Relax Kids to support our young people to become calm 

and confident young people in this busy world by focusing on seven steps: 

 Movement 

 Breathing 

 Visualisation 

 Games & Play 

 Stretching & Balance 

 Mindfulness 

 Massage 

 Affirmations 

This holistic approach can help our young people both in school and at home to learn strategies they can 

use when they are feeling anxious and to build their self-esteem, self-confidence, and to be able to self-

regulate, so basically teaching them how to relax! We have also facilitated half day training sessions to 

foster carers by giving them the chance to experience a Relax Kids session similar to the children. Which 

they LOVED!  

Having listened to the positive feedback and comments coming from schools and carers we will be running a 

Pre SATs Relax Kids Session for our year 6’s on the of 11
th
 April and possibly a back to school session in 

the summer holidays!  If your school is interested in running a group within school or you are a carer with a 

child that would like to attend the holiday sessions then please contact me on carol.moyler@kent.gov.uk  

mailto:Karen.stephens@kent.gov.uk
mailto:carol.moyler@kent.gov.uk


 

 

 NEWS FROM THE NORTH 

Margaret Hamlyn, Assistant Head (North Kent)   

Tel: 03000 412777 or Email: margaret.hamlyn@kent.gov.uk  

What have our children and young people been up to? 

 One of our young people in Medway has been chosen to be involved in a cycle 

race in London. He will be given a racing cycle and is training hard. We wish him 

luck! 

Let us know other great news about what they’ve been doing in their next PEPs… 

Preparing for Terms 5 and 6, followed by some transitions                                           

Following the success of our Year 6 backpacks last year we will be giving these out again. We hope the 

young people are proud of their achievements in primary school and will be prepared for the new 

adventures of secondary school. The backpacks will be given out at the last PEP of the year, wherever 

possible. 

We are also putting together a Year 11 ‘exam toolkit’. This is a collection of items we feel will help our 

young people prepare for any exams they are taking over the coming months. The team will be delivering 

them to the young people themselves (if possible) or to schools, social workers or foster carers in the next 

few weeks, ready for the revision over the Easter break. We hope they find the ‘toolkit’ useful. 

Changes in NK at VSK                                                              

The new members of the team (including myself) are settling in and delivering 

support across the area.  

There has been one further change to the team— our Admn/Business Support is 

now being very ably provided by Wayne McNair. He can be contacted at 

Wayne.McNair@kent.gov.uk  

 

Maths Mastery Project 

Lisa Thistlethwaite is working hard with the team to keep this project moving forward. 

The children will all be receiving iPads for the TT Rock Stars over the next few weeks 

and we are really looking forward to seeing the results of all the amazing work that has 

been done. 

Wayne  



 

 

NEWS FROM THE NORTH 
 

 

 

 

The LAC Solihull Approach Training                                                                

The Solihull Training has now been extended to other areas of Kent and is being very well received by the 

school. Well done, Amanda, for supporting the delivery of this training with Jo Kelly and Kelly Davey 

Paired Reading  

The group of young people have started their reading adventure! 

The carers have been trained, the assessments completed and now the fun of 

choosing books, reading them together and enjoying the pleasure this brings is 

beginning.  We are sure the outcomes for the children will be as good (or even 

better!) than last time. We are all looking forward to meeting up with happy 

readers at their PEPs. 

The celebration event for this year is still in the planning stage but keep a look out for updates if you have 

children involved. 

Speech, Language and Communication Project 

Wendy Richard (VSK Education Support Officer) is leading on this new 

project to support schools in identification of speech, language and 

communication needs. She will be working with a support officer from South 

Kent and, initially, a school in West Kent to consider training needs, 

assessment and the strategies / resources to support young people with 

possible SLCN. The school will also be developing staff to support outreach 

and training opportunities. An update on how this is developing will be given 

in the next newsletter. 

And last but not least, look out for :   

The North Kent PP+ Support Map – see what you can access at a glance. All the things we have ready to 

offer your school/carer/young person. Email Margaret.Hamlyn@kent.gov.uk for a copy  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a great term and we look forward to seeing you soon! Joanne Kelly (Deputy 

Head), Margaret Hamlyn (Assistant Head) and the North Kent team 

mailto:Margaret.Hamlyn@kent.gov.uk


 

 

NEWS FROM THE EAST 

Gina Turner, Assistant Head (Canterbury) 

Tel: 03000 419420 or Email: gina.turner@kent.gov.uk 

Eklipss: the flexible learning tool evolved from an idea to reality 

What began as an idea to help a few Year 11 Students revise for their exams 

with the “Mind the Gap” project in Thanet, then grew into an iPad lending library 

to support the learning of secondary age students across KS3 and KS4 in East 

Kent. The scheme was since extended into the primary sector is now 

countywide. 

The enthusiastic response of VSK locality staff has been crucial to its success, and Debbie Briant’s lead 

on the primary side, involving hours of work, has contributed to its success as there is now a waiting list of 

young people for the primary iPads. 

Without getting too technical, EKlipss (East Kent Loan iPad Support Service) aims to support the learning 

needs of students across the range of Key Stages, irrespective of ability, by providing the use of 

equipment with a range of Apps selected to support the learning needs of the student. 

In the pilot phase we were only able to offer 2 options (primary or secondary) but thanks to technical 

investment we are now able to build iPads to order which are tailored to meet the needs of the individual 

student.  

We are also able to change the content on the iPad remotely as the student’s learning needs change—

we just need the Carer to connect the iPad to their home Wi-Fi.  This makes the iPad more of an ongoing 

dialogue with Carers, Designated Teachers and Social Workers in terms of meeting the needs of our 

young people.  Carers like the fact that the iPads aren’t permanently connected to the Internet.. 

We have also, only recently been granted full Admin rights to the Learnit! App gateway,  so that we can 

pare back what appears in a Young Person’s account to the Apps that apply to them, meaning, for 

example, that a KS2 child does not need to navigate past all the KS3 and  GCSE Apps to find that which 

applies to them.  There is a growing list of non-academic Apps which will be coming online with Learnit! 

soon to be available for us to use with Young People.  These will address areas such as self-esteem and 

bullying. 

EKlipss as a vibrant, useful and adaptable tool, which is there to enhance what is already happening in 

teams across the County, and is helping to improve learning outcomes for our Young People. 

 

mailto:Ben.Taylor2@kent.gov.uk


 

 

NEWS FROM THE EAST 

Joanne Hayes, Assistant Head (Swale) 

Tel: 03000 415679 or Email: Joanne.Hayes1@kent.gov.uk 
 

It always comes as a shock to me when he hit the half way mark of the academic year, 

perhaps because it is so early in the calendar year, or maybe just that the first three 

terms are so busy with transition, Christmas and the dark winter days. But here we are 

again, almost on the home run. Despite lots of challenges there is much to be 

celebrated in Swale. Our students are moving steadily towards their goals, ably 

supported by the dedicated staff in schools who really do work hard to make sure the 

students have the very best chances.  

Many staff in Swale schools have attended training sessions in the last few months.  

 Drawing and Talking Training which enables staff to support children and young people who have 

suffered trauma or have emotional difficulties.  

 We also organised Foundation Solihull Training, which was attended by a number of primary and 

secondary schools in Swale. This training looks at emotional health and well being, providing a model for 

understanding the impact of early childhood trauma and how this impacts on all areas of a child’s 

development, including the relationships and well-being of the people caring for these children.  

Feedback from the training was very positive, and delegates enjoyed the opportunity to reflect on their practice 

and to consider how they could move forward with hope, both as individuals and as a school in supporting 

traumatised children and adolescents.  

 

“Kelly, Jo and Amanda are fantastic and make the training 

interesting, relevant and incredibly useful” 

 

 

We hope to continue to be able to offer relevant and useful training to Designated Teachers over the rest of this 

year, and into next. Opportunities will include Nurture training and Transition training, as well as moving into 

being able to offer training for the foster carers to confidently support children with their education out of school 

hours.  

A big thank you to the staff and schools who have worked so hard to make this training possible, both in terms 

of organisation, freeing up staff to attend and use of their facilities.  

mailto:Jennifer.Kemp@kent.gov.uk


 

 

NEWS FROM THE EAST 

Simon Fosse-Collins, Assistant Head (Thanet) 

Tel: 03000 418601 or Email: simon.fosse-collins@kent.gov.uk 

Welcome to your update from Thanet where we feel inspiring our young people is really 

important for them and their future. Sometimes drawing their attention to positive role 

models is not always the easiest thing to do. Many care leavers in the popular world 

that we might see as positive role models are often dismissed by our children as ‘old 

timers’.   

The world of fiction can provide characters that children relate to across a range of ages. The obvious choices of 

course are Oliver Twist or Tracey Beaker, but there are other characters that children can draw on.  Characters like 

Paddington, Elsa and Anna from Frozen or Mowgli can provide points of reference for our younger children, while 

the backstories of super heroes like Spiderman, Superman or even Batman can inspire those who are growing up 

fast. It is worth remembering for older children that characters like James Bond or Luke Skywalker all share in the 

experience of living with a family that was not their own. There are of course plenty of other examples of fictional 

characters you may wish to explore further. However the ones mentioned above all have light and shade in their 

lives that explore the pitfalls of being life as a child in care. Sometimes, when a young person is on their own it is 

worth reminding them that even super heroes had a tough start in life.  

We were sad to see Steve Green return to working frontline with UASC which has left the Thanet team with a 

vacancy. This vacancy should be filled by Easter and we will keep you updated in the next newsletter. Steve 

worked hard while in Thanet and I am sure the schools he supported will miss him, as we will too. I am sure you will 

all join with me in wishing him well for the future.  

I had the distinct pleasure of handing over an award this year. This award recognised the work of Tony Perks at St 

Georges and the support he has put in to help our young people. This award was well deserved and well received.  

As we support our children going forward with their education we always look for new and fresh ideas that will help. 

VSK are willing to discuss with schools ideas for projects that will have positive outcomes for our young people. 

This can be school specific or across a number of schools who already work together. If you do have any ideas that 

you are looking to develop then please get in touch.  

Please remember as our Year 6s approach transition that it is important to support them with this. One way that 

many schools do this is by inviting the secondary school Designated Teacher to the last PEP. This helps them gain 

an understanding of your young person and their current support needs. The Thanet team from VSK can help you 

make contact with the secondary school and also invite the ESO that supports the school. This way we can work 

with all parties in supporting the young person as they move forward with their education.  

Keep an eye open for our future training events and if there is anything you wish to ask or know, then please get in 

touch.  

mailto:Ben.Taylor2@kent.gov.uk


 

 

EAL TUITION FOR UASC ON THE NATIONAL TRANSFER SCHEME 
In July 2016 the Home Office and Department for Education launched a new voluntary transfer arrangement between 

local authorities for the care of unaccompanied children who arrive in the UK and claim asylum. Kent County Council 

have accommodated a disproportionately high number of asylum seeking children over recent years having one of the 

major port entry points into the UK at Dover. The interim transfer protocol forms the basis of a voluntary agreement 

made between local authorities to ensure a fairer distribution of unaccompanied children across all local authorities and 

all regions across the UK. Since July 2016 Kent has successfully dispersed 300 young people under this scheme. 

However, the period of time it can take from when a young person arrives in Kent to when they are dispersed is taking 

longer than originally suggested.  In response to this Virtual School Kent (VSK) are planning to offer interim educational 

provision at designated Youth Hub centres until transfer arrangements can be confirmed/completed. To lead on this 

work, Steve Green, one of VSK’s most experienced UASC Education Support Officers has been asked to develop and 

provide a county wide educational provision. 

Steve is currently in the process of identifying possible Youth Hubs centres for the provision 

and is in contact with Foster Carers and Social Workers to scope out the exact nature of 

numbers, geographical placement locations and design an EAL programme to offer students. 

As soon as the provision is available, Steve will promote this for young people to attend. In 

the meantime, if you have a UASC young person who would be in academic year 11 and 

below (i.e. DOB after 31 Aug 2002), and they are highlighted for dispersal under the National 

Transfer Scheme, please contact Steve at steve.green@kent.gov.uk or call 07786 191274  

WOODPECKER COURT 
Woodpecker Court is an alternative education provision on a 10 acre site in the 

village of Eythorne near Dover. It is run by Dominic Meehan and his team of 

dedicated staff and they have been providing outdoor activity learning 

opportunities for our children and young people in care for nearly three years now.  

The site includes an increasing amount of livestock, including pigs, chickens, 

ducks, goats, and guinea pigs, all of which are cared for by the students 

themselves. Each time I visit, Dominic seems to have increased the menagerie and the guinea pigs are adorable! The 

young people are encouraged to engage in a range of outdoor activities as a tool to change their perspective, increasing 

their own self-belief in being able to overcome barriers and achieve. The outdoor activities link directly to classroom based 

learning in literacy and maths.  

Dominic has been able to expand the provision and he can now accommodate groups KS3, KS4 and Post16 students. 

Woodpecker’s provision was very effective with a number of UASC students placed there in 2016 and the provision also 

has a good record in re-engaging some of our more challenging young people who are not in school full time and need 

something a bit more  “outside the box! “   

Marian Smith, Deputy Head (South Kent) says  “ I was honoured to be asked to cut the ribbon opening the new 

classroom, which means Dominic can now accommodate another group of students who will benefit from a period of time 

at Woodpecker Court. “ 

mailto:steve.green@kent.gov.uk


 

 

 

PARTICIPATION TEAM UPDATE 

 

The VSK Participation is growing!  

We are delighted to welcome Sarah 

Newman and Andrea Wood who have 

recently joined the team as Participation 

Support Officers. This means we will have 

more capacity to support our children in 

Care and ensure that their wishes and 

feelings, views and opinions are heard. 

 

I’m Worth It Project 

The team have recently been working in East Kent on a project about health, nutrition, safety and 

mental health well-being, combining these subjects with simple hair and beauty treatments. This 

project is being run in conjunction with Canterbury College whose students are providing the 

treatments. 

The aim of the project is to help empower our female children in care and raise their self-esteem 

alongside giving them useable and practical information. The first sessions we have run have been 

positively received and we are looking to run this project in other parts of the county. 

 

MOMO – a Mind Of My Own App 

We are promoting an App for young people that is new to Kent that helps young people tell their Social 

Workers and other people responsible for their care what they want and need. 

Children and young people told us they wanted a more up to date way to tell their worker when they’re 

worried about something, not happy about how things are going or even just want to share some good 

news. We think we the MOMO App does this! 

The MOMO app helps them say what they want, when they want to say it. It helps them organise their 

thoughts and makes it easier to tell people what they think. People will then get a better insight into 

what’s going on, from the young person’s point of view.  

 

For more information, go to: http://mindofmyown.org.uk/ 

Chelsea, Sarah, Jo, Chloe, Reece, Sophia, Tom &  Andrea 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Super Council and OCYPC News 

The work of the Super Council (for 7 to 11s) and the OCYPC (for 11 to 16s) 

goes from strength to strength! 

We are very proud that some of our original members of the Super Council 

are now moving up to the older council. We know they will continue to shine 

as they are full of enthusiasm and lots of great ideas! 

Both Councils are working on creating a Children in Care Council Scrap 

Book. This was an idea raised at the Countywide Event, back in the 

summer, and everyone agreed that it would be a great way to tell other 

children about the great work that our three young people’s councils do. This book will have 

information about our Children in Care Councils, and a page about each of the members with their 

hobbies and interest, along with reasons why they like being a member of one of the Councils. It will 

be shown to other Children in Care who are interested in joining the Children in Care Councils and 

want to know more about them. 

If you know any young people who would be interested in joining one of the Children in Care Councils, 

please get in touch with us at VSK_Participation@kent.gov.uk 

Activity Days 

Over the February school holiday, the team ran two fun baking days, combining the fun of creating 

baking and decorating cupcakes along with basic information sharing on food safety and hygiene. 45 

children and young people attended these days and they all went home with some amazingly 

decorated cakes for their foster carers and friends! 

We have lots of plans for the Easter holidays and the rest of the year for children and young people to 

come along and join in, so please get in touch with the team for more information:  

VSK_Participation@kent.gov.uk  

mailto:VSK_Participation@kent.gov.uk


 

 

VSK Contact Information 

 
virtual.school.kent@kent.gov.uk Virtual School Kent 

 
   
www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/                        
 

 

VSK Senior Leadership Team 

North & West Kent 03000 412777  Worrall House, 30 Kings Hill Avenue, 
Kings Hill, Kent ME19 4AE 

East & South Kent 03000 421157  Brook House, John Wilson Business Park, 

Reeves Way, Whitstable, Kent CT5 3SS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tony Doran  

Headteacher 

Marian Smith 

Deputy Head (East & South) 

Jo Kelly 

Deputy Head (North & West) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachel Calver 

Deputy Head (Post16) 

Jo Carpenter 

School Bursar & Project Officer 
 


