rtual School for Childr eummar &

Wel c o me
Wel come coll eagues to the seceoelndhaepma ty owwn foif nd hiet
The Children and Families Act 2014 has made a r
act now makes it a statutory responsibility for
and secondly a complete overhaul of the O6Pupil
The Department for Educabhew@onbHastioow pbtbiGrahedf
2 0 1145 This mar ks the biggest shake up in the gr
cant changes within the document-, however the m
The amdAwsntof April will be A1900
ResponsiNoi Iliothyg;er goes directly to the school b U
Applic&riaaned bynateeAll ®0@ per chil,d baust aan leunnipi ts
al Schootditwacte support. This will be allocated
raise attainment, accelerate progress and narro
of fer county wide initiatives.
These changes are very exci
i mpact. During this time of
the Virtual School with sch
grant .
VSK are currently finalisin .
culated to every school, s oRQNRIENESIE
teams and foster carers thr
also includes a frequently Welcome
You can see the DfE Frequen YogthMentaIHeaIthF|rstA|d
our we bhstittpe: /a/twww. virtual sc Veliling
educati-pnémupiml ePEP News

CiC Specialist Nurses

Locality Updates
Tony Doran Examination Results
Headteacher, Virtual School A day in the life of a Support Of-

ficer

Participation & Engagement
To find out more about VSK Contact Inf
http://www. virtual school . | OUIECEINS




Congratul ati ons'!

Virtual School Kent were nominated for a Ment al H
Lords on Wednesday 26th February, i n recognition
awards identify examples of excell ent projects an
mance in raising ment al health |iteracy across Eng
Virtual School Kent were nominated for the Champic
t al health I|iteracy in Youth and were awarded 2nd
i ng ment al health | iteracy in their community.

Al am thrilled that the work w
by MHFA. We f eel strongly that
I's cruci al i n helping children
adults who we hope wil/l be | if
sioned ten courses so far and
Mar k of Excellence for Youth M
are very proud to hol d. We i nt
to i mproving the emot i enrdlnga mod
dren and young people and vi e\
part of our strategy to achi ev:q

Tony Dor

Headteacher, Virt

'Yout h Mental Health First Aid Tr

:Yout h Ment al Heal th First Aid is ardeisritgenremlatsipcemdilf

Eple that teach, wor k, l'ive wit&h yweaarcmare for young
EYou wi || |l earn how to: :
'y Provide information, tools and techniques to pr (
- ing. :
iﬂ Support a young person who might be experienci:ng
Quote from VSK "AFsasnitsatsatnitc Heraadi ni n g, I highly recfor
bl e children / young people. Very good use of digf
young people with Ment al Heal th difficulties can:
practical support on how to talk aboutala nheenltpafluth
worl d! A :
‘Lunch and refreshments wil.l be provided.

‘TERM 1: Holiday Inn a29tHotarfd e3 @t h ASdfPDe Redr  SCH
TERM 2: County HallDtat aMai d4t on ®EPBPmMBef : 28 CH 14/51

Pl ease go to www. kentcpdonline.org.uk to book ydu



e PEP NEWS

The ePEP Team are pleased to report that there ar.
avail able shortly. We are currently:

7 In the final stages of testing the 16+ and Early
7 Reducing the number of questions asked in the You
7 Creating an easier to use Attainment Section

9 Simplifying the method for c¢closing a PEP

The training Manual for Designated Teachers is now
Foster Carers anvdwvsowiiratlu &aWNosrckleacsl.. | ea. ke-etues eml ark/ e
And please remember as we approach the end of the
nated Teacher at the |l eaving school to ensure all
their new school or setting when they move. Pl eas:

cont act the ePEP Team.

ePEP Admin Team Contact s

Rachel (East Kent): 01227 284517

Rico (North Kent, Dover & Folkestone): 01233 809
Ni cholas (West Kent, Ashford, Hythe & the Mars
EmavVBSK_ePEP@kent . gov. uk

Ask the ePEP Teamé

Here we will try
|

O answer your most common ePEP s\
tion you would e

us to answer then please donoét

Who opens a Young Personds** ePEP and what are the

When a Young Person first comes into care or when
Wor kerdés responsibility to initiate the PEP meetin
requirement that the meeting is undertaken within 2
Young Person joining the new school . Thereafter it
ignated Teacher to set up the subsequent (6Revi ewbd
Teaching staff to open up the new ePEP on the syste
|l deally an ePEP should be opened three to four wee
pl ete Section 1 and the Designated Teacher needs t
have signed up to the system should also compl ete

swer their questions before the meeting. By compl e
t he Designated Teaching staff and the Carer/ s wild@
meeting can focus on the educational attainment, pc

The system automatically sets a Target Date for Cor
During this period the Designated Teaching staff a
i ncluding the summary of the PEP meeting, the sect
the Educational Summary. The Carer can also update
the meeting.

** This currently applies to children in Key Stage
ing the next academic year the ePEP system wil/| go
care, and the above will extend to them as well


mailto:VSK_ePEP@kent.gov.uk

CHILDREN I N CARE SPECI ALI ST NUH

The primary role of t he

Nurse is to complete sta
ments. This involves asse
dren and young people to

may exi st. | f any heal th
Nurse, these wil!/| boep ed iag d
the child or young per song
care plan. The health ca

care recommendations and

sible for carrying out t e

may involve the Nurse mak
c

agenci es. Copies of the hE
uted to the Young person

and soci al wor ker . The 1In
(I RO) wi || review the pro

mendati ons at the Chil d i

After completion of the review health assessment t|
ter carer complete a user survey experience eval ua-
returning in a stamped addressed envelope. For som
availabl e.

Children in Care Specialist Nurse Contac
June Capuano (Acting Clinical Manager) and Jan

North and West Kent : Kim Batstone, Jo James an

East and South Kent: Caroline Hawken, Tracy Do

Email: VSK_Health@kent.gov. uk

Some comments recently received:

il was i mpressed with the service and the care and
AThe Nurse was very friendly and politebo

AThe Nurse was funny and funo

AThe Nurse was very kind and didnét make me feel ir
AThe Nurse understood what | had to say even thoug
under stoodo

The Children in Care Nursing Service encourages Yy
ments are i mportant to us and help to influence anc
Several foster carers commented that they were dis
amuse children with whilst attending the review he
Care Nursing Service reminds foster carers via the
ment to keep their child amused.



FE & HE COUNTYWI DE UPDATE

Rachel Cal ver, Assi stant He ad

TeD3000 4dr2 7HrnRaaclhhel . Cal ver @kent . gov

Care Leaver Summer School

There are stildl pl aces available on
day ' '™O@Onteo Wedndé®ddy 2014 at Medwdp mc

The University of Greenwich working 2
ed Looked After Care Leavers Team (MILAC), are h
cifically for children in care and young cadayltea
event they wild| get to expegpgemdieng tliimeg | et bwdr kod
bat es, devel oping personal skil | sSomme etfi ntgh en eswu bfj
ered include: Heal th & Soci al Car e, Creative Ahe
summer school is funded by the University of Tkey
wigrlrovide transport to and from the event. Lunch
For more information or to apply please contact

Post 16 Options

As the end of the academic year gets closer, it i
Care/ Care Leavers for September 2014. Young peop
are 18 yeatrtse ofowmmge person can continue studying
an apprenticeshi p utbitmd hemplcaymeret icmr vol un-t emei B

tion or training. It is not too | ate to apply fo
t ween now and the end of the summer holiday. CX|
team, will be providing support during the summer

We have moved!

OQur teams covering North Kent, West
new office at Kings Hill. Our cont a

F' 03000 412777

ﬁ"l Worrall House, 30 Kings
| Kent ME19 4AE



mailto:Rachel.Calver@kent.gov.uk

NORTH KENT LOCALITY UPDATE

Jo Kelly, Assistant Head North K

TeD3000 4dr2 7Hrmdacanne. Kel |l y@kent . gov. uk

The North and West Virtual School Kent
for Designat ed' Maracchh.erist owa s2 8an amazing =
in recognition of David Williams, one -
SHI PS chiadndenlge came along to show the
the tune of ORock the Boat 6!

The focus was on raising aspirations f ng
presenters including Wil.l Calver from o
pendent Learning) alongside alternative

Premium creatively and with good 1| mpacif |
talked to schools about the neuroscienmnm o
what can be used in the Classroom to su g

Another star of the day was Khy Col ema 0
stood up in front offiaenvde rtyhoenne ttoo rteealdl hhi I
ed a short extract bel owe

ARnSkanks, druggies and criminals this 1is re
outcasts of soci ety all/l because we don m L
course are the kids that fail in the s ‘
the gutter' and on another occasion ask a\
Of course this is not the case for all/l S
as Kent County Counci l are working with b C |
tem with good experiences. o peopl e d 0
incredible things with your [|ifeé

AWe need all the help we can get to h b
only wil| this change this image and of
and make other care kids happier and f
this do for me but what will this do L |
kids know this only too well. There b €
and there to |l ove you. o0

Needl ess to say people wereisatsondyg by swishteehe chad
p

the humour that he presented with! We are really
ward career at Coll ege this Autumn.

Tony Dor an, Headteacher of VSK wrote il have just
kind of engagement that can have a real i mpact and
devel opment. | have no doubt that his words coul d F

AN

AU

SAIL TO SUCCESS


mailto:Joanne.Kelly@kent.gov.uk

WEST KENT LOCALITY UPDATE

Jemma Page, Assistant Head West Kent (Maidstone & Malling)

Tel: 03000 4dEnvail. emma.page@kent.gov.uk

We are working hard to support our ye

and our support of ficers are busy wor

people who are taking that big step o

parts of -téadi ngertmr ansition plans and

tasks the support officers plan to unde

best start in year 7!

We are also beginning to plan for Septe

al |l the changes to the pupil premium

ment training thatodos on offer for FREE and asking
that we can work with the whole school t eam. The f
covers a | arge percentage of children in the schoc
pl acements. So have a | ook at your <calendars and se
We are also supporting our year 1106s and it is rea
Calver to the team we know they are moving on into
pl ans are not confirmed yet or who have changed th
everything is in place for September!

All thatés |l eft to say now is have a fantastic Sumi
your fingers and toes that the sun wil!/| put his hat

Margaret Hamlyn, Assistant Head West Kent, SENCO
& OOC (Tonbridge & Tunbridge Wells)

Tel: 03000 4d Rmaif Margaret.hamlyn@kent.gov.uk

Whol e school Attachment/ Trauma Training /
'y at Paddock Wood Primary School as wel}g g/’ C
iTfor exampl e, the Sevenoaks District org/*'" w |
Assistants and VSK presented sever al of C
Paddock Wood really took on board the significance
ot her vulnerable pupil s. Al | teaching and support
to be i nvol ve-d hiins twhheolter asicrhiomnd approach really hel
with complex emotional needs.

e been excellent and we | ook forwar

Eval uati ons h
t

av
training in he next academic year.

This training includes aspects of

! How does secure attachment deve \
f Insecure attachment and present
1T Strategies for the school, cl as

T Personalised approaches to supp

I f your school would be interested |n‘rece|V|ng
tact your Assistant Head



mailto:Rachel.Calver@kent.gov.uk

EAST KENT LOCALITY UPDATE

Ben Tayl or, Assistant Head Cant

Tel : 01227 288%£L£h4 Tary l Bm&i@k:ent . gov. uk

As we begin term 6, we in the Canter

the young people transitioning to s

changing schools can be a trying tim

secondary may be the most challengini

in to their new school, or spends ti

be more difficult for them to get us

progress, both academically and soci

With this in mind we work closely wi

and secondary schools to identify those young pe:
terbury and Swale, close I|iaison between primari
ers from the secondary school often att epmldacnegd tihn
School Kent to do some direct work with the youn
Swal e support officers. The main advantage that
that they are able to work with the children at
September at the new school . Keir a, John and Abi
and fears with the young peopl e, as wel |l as high
ing out about the new school dés facilities, after
highlight that there are | ots of positives to mo
6moving on6é days that secondary schools have in =
to see their support officer at the -hp,w &rc hfomrd , s
sions

Because the needs of our young people wild.l vary
and can be adjusted depending on how things go.
smooth as possible so that the children start at
make new friends. We have most of our transitio
think any of your students that are changing schit
to make this successful

iAnd donodt forget t hat for current

§of

‘o n
‘Team can be found on page three of . fetit

iExamination Results

woul d of course I|like to hear how wel | our y§o

“We

iwoul d be grateful if your schools Examination Of
gof the results received by the Kent Children i:n
cemailed to virschOl@kent.gov.uk or faxetr 01 2:2

the Designated Teacher to enter
ePEP. I f you need any assistanc



mailto:Ben.Taylor2@kent.gov.uk

EAST KENT

Carole Bailey, Assistant Head Thanet

LOCALI TY UPDATE

Tel 01227 284L%95Mm | er. BEmdiely:@kent . gov.
Ni co** is a child in care from the C
Czechosl ovakia he apparently attende |
uncl ear just wha't this institution
years, but has moved around quite a
When | first met Ni co, he was not I t
areas for his own safety. I had be -
English, although it became apparent L L b,
no-axi stent . He was overly trusting of strangers
towards adults and peers. It was clear upon meet
typical 13 year ol d. Hi s behaviour was that of
teristics of a teenager. Hi s attitude was al ways
or praise. I f he was ever told that something h
di scovered that at some point Ni co had suffered
chall enging piece of work !
I concentrated on | iteracy, starting Nico on pho
clear that he was trying. Gradually, he began t
soon they were on board and doing precision teac
unabl e to access the normal curricul um. At this
frequency words, expanding into a personalised I
in a world reliant upon | iteracy. Hi s carer put
help with |Iiteracy, and applying himself to numer
Eight months down the | ine, Nico has a certified
curacy in excess of 95%. Hi s handwriting is usu.
dom capital l etters, and has mostly solved his d
|l ong as the words arendét too difficult, and his
award from school for exceeding the targets the
how to gracefully accept a compli ment! He i s bet
is finding it easier to resist the temptation to
Hebés not there yet, but he has | earr
Ni co wil/ achieve sufficiently to be
numer acy well enough to get by, whi
t al progress.
Article written by John OlIl ason, VSK
**The name of the young person has been



mailto:Carole.Bailey@kent.gov.uk

SOUTH KENT LOCALI TY UPDATE

Jen Kemp, Assi st ant Head South h
Mar s h)

Tel : 01227 2840 idrerEmRaeimp:@kent . gov. u

Our staff and students have been worKki p

managing schedules of revision, tuition

al | our students the very best of luck

their successes i n August.

We have also been busy identifying thosgd

sition support through term 6 and into t
excell ent recbhodl oframsietri on support i I
from VSK at what can be such an anxious time for ol
you have a year 6 Ci C pupil in your school whom | |
would benefit from some additional support from VS
the secondary school Designated Teacher itd wow REP
who that person is you can find out via the ePEP s\
school .

Next term also sees a repeat of our successful Sou
which takes pPVatyg am ®NgéeBham Business Hub. The t
you there as possibl e, although wdolkan6ti proes set h

both informative and fun!

This term we have had to say a fond farewell to ou
whom we wi | | mi ss i mmeasurabl y. But we wish her a
boys. 't also wondét be | ong until Il join her to b
tures a second shot of maternity | eave will bring
|l azy summer awaits me!) I owi || be returning in th
all the best as they abolcyc uhpoledd -bwd etnhf onaepwp wb s | abh d | p mt
Al that is |l eft for me to say is thank you for y

and wel fare of our children in care and | wish you


mailto:Jennifer.Kemp@kent.gov.uk

